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been printing a nother medica l journal for a 
considerable number of yea rs and a lso have 
broad experience in the production of other 
scientific publications. We thu s regain at 
least a portion of the contiguity of facilities 
which, as noted a bove, existed once before 
in the history of this publication. However, 
as matters now stand the full responsibility 
of both editorial and publication work fall s 
on a ha lf-time secretarial position and the 
editor, who finds that it has been ta king a 
minimum of 800 hours of editoria l effort for 
each year; that is for each volume, in addi­
tion to the secretarial time. Fortunately, the 
present assi stant to the editor is now well­
experienced , highly compet e nt and ve r y 
conscienti ous. 

In addition to the routine productio n of 
the J OU RNAL the past fi ve yea rs have pro­
duced some unusua l effo rts. We have quite 
regularl y published the a b strac t s of the 
me etin gs of the U.S. -J a pa n Coo pe ra ti ve 
Medi ca l Science Progra m. Leprosy Pa nel 
Conferences. A m o nument a l effort la rgely 
credit ed to the effo rt s of Dr. Lo ng, was the 
publica tion of Lepros)' Today, the proceed­
ings of the Int e rn a tion a l Le p rosy Coll o­
quium held a t Borstel, as a supplement to 
issue Number 2 of Volume 39. A historical 
review of the past century of leprosy work 
was presented as a Festskrift in issues Num­
bers 2 and 3 of 1973. Initia ll y, as a pproved , 
thi s was intended as a single issue but fin a n­
cia l a nd posting conditi ons necessita ted a 
deci sion to issue it in tw o p o rti o n s a t the 
time that it was a lread y in press. The tra ns­
actions of the Interna tio na l Leprosy Con­
gre sses of 1963 a nd 1968 we re eac h pub­
li shed as supplements to issues Number 4 of 
each of those years. A simila r procedure was 
contempla ted a nd hoped fo r with respect to 
the proceedings of the 1973 congress . Again , 
we were commissioned to publish these pro­
ceedi ngs but no specia l financia l a rra nge­
ment s were made t o cover the costs. This 
congress was much la rge r than the preced­
ing congresses. Thus, the a bstracts for the 
1963 congress totaled 193 covering 85 pages 
while that of 1968 presented 236 a bstracts 
requiring 97 pages. The 1973 congress p ro-

du ce d 378 a b strac t s req uirin g 229 pages 
which t ogether with a ncilla ry materi a l fro m 
the congress provided the equiva lent of two 
a utho ri zed iss ues o f the J OU RNAL. T he tra ns­
acti o ns of t hi s congress therefore consumes 
the who le issue Number 4 for 1973 , Vo lume 
41. As a res ult there is inevita ble delay in 
the publi ca ti o n of some submitted ma nu­
scri pt s. 

A fina l acco mplishment wa rra nts noti ce . 
In 1973 ' we co mpleted the co mpila tio n o f a 
cumul a ti ve a uth o r a nd subject index fo r the 
fir st 40 volumes of thi s J OURNAL. T his was 
fir st suggested by the publica ti o n office a nd 
was initia ted prio r to the a ppea ra nce of some 
o f the viciss it udes no ted a bove. Some wo r k 
o n it was initia ll y necessary in o rd er to es­
tima te it s cost of producti o n a nd by the time 
secretaria l a id was t ra ined to thi s produc­
ti o n it seemed a waste not to compl ete the 
compila ti o n eve n th o ugh it was recognized 
that finding support fo r its fina l printing 
mi ght be diffi cult . The ma nuscript is now 
complete a nd .it is estima ted th at fi na l print­
ing will require a bo ut 500 pages, the eq ui va­
lent of a who le vo lume o f the IJ L. T he cos ts 
of printing will be consi dera bly less tha n that 
of a full volume since it is a lread y in ma nu­
script form a nd estimates fo r th is have been 
o bta ined . In the mea nwhile, the ca rd index 
o n whi ch the ma nuscript is based , is o f in­
estima ble va lue to the edit o ri a l o ffi ce a nd 
the la borat o ry a t which thi s o ffice is based . 
On thi s basis a lo ne the p roductio n costs to 
da te seem justifi ed , pa rti cula rl y since they 
did no t imp inge o n the regula r fina ncing of 
thi s J OURNAL. 

The a b ove re p o rt is not o ff e r ed as a n 
a pologia, th oug h some may rega rd it as suc h, 
but is record ed , as editoria ls of pas t edito rs 
have d o ne, as a record o f a po rtio n o f t he 
history of thi s J OU RNAL. It seems a ppro pri­
ate to venture such a summa ry a t this time 
since we have not d o ne so a t a ny time during 
the past fi ve yea rs. W e wo nd er, with some 
a musement , what we may be finding o ur­
selves writing fi ve yea rs from now, if indeed 
the J OURNA L ca n survi ve the ra pidly r isi ng 
costs of publicati o n tha t lo ng. 

- OLAF K. SK INSNES 

An Appeal to Authors 

The "Current Litera ture" sectio n of this 
J OURNA L is des ig ned to summa ri ze, o n as 

broad a base as poss ible, the worldwide ad­
va nces in lep rosy resea rch a nd practice. 
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In recent years , as interes t in leprosy has 
ma rkedl y increased a nd drawn the a tt enti on 
of a n increas ing number of specia li st inves­
ti gators. reports of investiga ti ve findings 
a nd adva nces in thera peutic practi ces a ppea r 
in a n ever-broadening spectrum of world 
medica l a nd pa ra-med ical publicati ons. As 
noted in the a bove edit o r ia l re por t, the 
J OURNAL now has ava ila ble mo nthly refe r­
ence printout s from the Na tiona l Med ica l 
Li bra ry via sa te ll ite-computo r hoo k-up a nd 
a lso surveys CUR RENT CONTENTS ( Li fe Sci­
ences) wi th weekly ind ex . Addi t iona lly, th is 
la bo rato ry surveys a regula r check- list of 
a bout 60 journa ls o btai ned from ma ny coun­
t ries by excha nge o r subscriptio n. Neverthe­
less, once re fe re nces a re o bt a in ed from 
M EDLINE o r C URR ENT CONTENTS, the pro b­
lem still remai ns of ga ining access to the 
o rigina l publicatio n fo r purposes of obta in­
ing a n a bstract. Our libra ry facilities a re 
ex tremely helpful in these efforts, but it still 
is a time co nsuming process which stra ins 
the ve ry limited editoria l a nd publication 

sta ff ava ila ble t o the J OURNAL. T hough we 
have been building a respecta ble-s ized fil e 
on addresses a nd bi ogra phica l notes of lep­
rosy workers aro und the world , it still is time 
co nsuming a nd adds to J OURNAL costs to 
a ttempt to write fo r reprints of a ll the pa pers 
fo r which we obta in references. 

It would be ve ry helpful to these effort s if 
a uth ors would be kind eno ugh to ro utinely 
send this office copies of reprints o f their 
publicati ons, as severa l la bo ra to ries a nd a u­
thors a lr eady d o. For those publi ca ti o n s 
whi ch are no t in the Engli sh la nguage, it 
wo uld be helpful to have attached a brief 
Engli sh summa ry, especia lly of the mo re im­
porta nt pa pers, since it is impossible fo r the 
limited J OURNAL sta ff to attempt the broad 
ra nge of t ra nsla ti ons otherwise necessa ry. 
Engli sh summa ries need not be highly po l­
ished . As long as we can understand their 
gist we a re prepa red t o ass ume responsib ility 
for their edito ria l a ppea rances. 

- OLAF K. SKI NSNES 

NEW ADDRESS BUSINESS OFFICE 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LEPROSY 

Effecti ve 1 Ja nua ry 1974, Oliver W. Hasselblad, M.D ., succeeded C. H. Binford, 
M .D ., as execut ive director of the J OURNA L a nd the address of the Business Office 
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