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In recent years , as interes t in leprosy has 
ma rkedl y increased a nd drawn the a tt enti on 
of a n increas ing number of specia li st inves
ti gators. reports of investiga ti ve findings 
a nd adva nces in thera peutic practi ces a ppea r 
in a n ever-broadening spectrum of world 
medica l a nd pa ra-med ical publicati ons. As 
noted in the a bove edit o r ia l re por t, the 
J OURNAL now has ava ila ble mo nthly refe r
ence printout s from the Na tiona l Med ica l 
Li bra ry via sa te ll ite-computo r hoo k-up a nd 
a lso surveys CUR RENT CONTENTS ( Li fe Sci
ences) wi th weekly ind ex . Addi t iona lly, th is 
la bo rato ry surveys a regula r check- list of 
a bout 60 journa ls o btai ned from ma ny coun
t ries by excha nge o r subscriptio n. Neverthe
less, once re fe re nces a re o bt a in ed from 
M EDLINE o r C URR ENT CONTENTS, the pro b
lem still remai ns of ga ining access to the 
o rigina l publicatio n fo r purposes of obta in
ing a n a bstract. Our libra ry facilities a re 
ex tremely helpful in these efforts, but it still 
is a time co nsuming process which stra ins 
the ve ry limited editoria l a nd publication 

sta ff ava ila ble t o the J OURNAL. T hough we 
have been building a respecta ble-s ized fil e 
on addresses a nd bi ogra phica l notes of lep
rosy workers aro und the world , it still is time 
co nsuming a nd adds to J OURNAL costs to 
a ttempt to write fo r reprints of a ll the pa pers 
fo r which we obta in references. 

It would be ve ry helpful to these effort s if 
a uth ors would be kind eno ugh to ro utinely 
send this office copies of reprints o f their 
publicati ons, as severa l la bo ra to ries a nd a u
thors a lr eady d o. For those publi ca ti o n s 
whi ch are no t in the Engli sh la nguage, it 
wo uld be helpful to have attached a brief 
Engli sh summa ry, especia lly of the mo re im
porta nt pa pers, since it is impossible fo r the 
limited J OURNAL sta ff to attempt the broad 
ra nge of t ra nsla ti ons otherwise necessa ry. 
Engli sh summa ries need not be highly po l
ished . As long as we can understand their 
gist we a re prepa red t o ass ume responsib ility 
for their edito ria l a ppea rances. 

- OLAF K. SKI NSNES 
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