
Volume 42. Number 3 
1't,,,,~(1 ,,,,/0, U.S.A. 

NEWS and NOTES 

n,is department furnishes in/ormOlion concerning institutions, organizations. and 
individuals engaged in work on leprosy alld other mycobacterial diseases, a"d makes 
note of scientific meetings and other malters of ill/eresl. 

1974 Damien-Dulton Award 

The award was presen ted on 19 June 1974 in Man ila on behalf of the Damien
Dunon Society by Eduardo Z. Romualde7 .. Ambassador of the Philippines to the 
United States, at a special luncheon given for Dr. Rodriguez. at the Hotel Interna
tional. 

The citation cites Dr. Rodriguez as "an outstanding scientist, teacher li nd 
administra tor who, in a lifetime devoted to the leprosy problem of the world. made 
major scientific ad vances in its diagnosis, treatment, epidemiology a nd control." 

The following are e:<cerpts from Mr. Romualdez's speech: "For nearly half 
a centu ry Dr. Rodriguez has ca rried out a brilliant career in leprosy research and 
treatment in the Ph ilippines and through his sustained activities and writings his 
innuence in the Internationa l Leprosy Association has had a most significant impact 
on lep rosy work throughout the world . He has held the positions of chief physician. 
Culi on Leper Colony; chief. Leonard Wood Memorial and Eversley Chi lds Treat
ment Station: chief. Leprosy Division of Laboratories of the Philippine Department 
of Healt h; chie f. Division of Sanitaria of the Bureau of Hospitals: and director of 
the Bureau of Di sease Cont rol. Dr. Rodriguez is of that breed of va nishing out
standing scienti sts who after spending an entire profess ional lifetime in the field of 
science and in the administration of hospital programs in the Philippines feels, with 
self-effaci ng modesty. that his best is still not enough to lighten humanit y's 
sufferings ." 

I'! 

Dr. and Mrs. J . N. Rodriguez. 

Brazil. WHO Immunology Research Cen
ter in Sao Palllo holds course on lymphoc)"Ie 
trllmformall"otl lItld mllCfopliqge cultivation. 
');hc course was held 12-22 June for South 
American leprosy research workers. Dr. Tore 
Godal of the Immunology Unit of WHO. 
stated that the purpose of the course was to 
give leprologists work.ing in isolation the 
opportunity to benefit from recent ad vances 
in basic sciences now applied to leprosy. 
particularly new immuno logical methods 
such as the lymphocyte transformation test. 

Twelve leprosy research workers from 
Brazi l, Surinam. Colombia , Argentina and 
Venezuela were selected to a ttend . Nine 
immunologists from Europe and Nort h a nd 
South America served as consulta nts fo r Ihe 
sessions. At the end of the course the parti
cipan ts had the opportuni ty in a specia l 
se minar 10 have their own projects assessed 
by e:<perts in the fie ld .- (Adapred f rom 
NE WS FROM AL M. Spring 1974) 

PholO credit: Armed Forces /IIsll"(lIle of Palllology, 
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England. Dr. T. Frank Davey appointed 
chairman of editorial boardjor LEPROSY RE
VIEW. Dr. Davey. C.RE .. M.D .. M.Sc., fo rm
er head of the Victoria Hospita l. Dichpalli , 
India . has been appoin ted as the new edito r 
for L EI'ROSY R EVIEW, a scientific and re
sea rch qua n crly of the British Leprosy Re
lief Association. Dr. Da vey succeed s Dr. 
S. G. Brow ne. who is reli ring as edi tor and 
medical secretary of BELRA . 

An internat ionally know n leprologist and 
research scie ntist. Dr. Davey was co-editor 
with Dr. Ro bert Cochrane o f the second edi
tion of Leprosy in nJeory and Praclice. He 
previou'sly se rved as medica l secre tary of the 
Methodist Missionary Society, Lond on. lep
rosy adviso r to the Federal Government of 
Nigeria. director of the Nigerian Lep rosy 
Se rvice Research Unit a nd councillor 10 the 
ILA. 

Dr. Davey ho pes to have as a new regula r 
section of the magazine articles on the ex
change of ideas relating to the practical as
pects of tea c hing. health education a nd 
leprosy con trol.- (A dapl ed f rom NEWS 
FROM ALM. Spring 1974) 

Drs. 1. M 0 (.' B. C. Bisser and £. W. Price 
awarded Ihe 0. B.E. Both Dr. Bisset a nd Dr. 
Price have given many devoted yea rs to the 
service of sufferers from leprosy and were 
honored accordi ngly in the new yea r of 1974: 
Dr. Bissel for his services to the advance
men! of leprosy control in Thai la nd . a nd Dr. 
Price for his se rvice s to le prosy control in 
Et hiopia .- (Adap ted from Lepr. Rev. 45 
[I974J 77) 

LRprosy research in Oxford continues. 
Over ten yea rs ago efforts in collabo rating 
research in leprosy work bega n in the de
partment of human anatomy at Oxford along 
with the National Institu te for Medical Re
sea rch in London when Dr. R. J. W. Rees be
ga n se nding tissues for histopathologic ex
amination. with particula r reference to the 
mechan ism of mouse model. but today the 
wo rk has ex panded 10 include a wide range 
of human bi opsy material from the Leprosy 
Research Unit , Medica l Research Council, 
Su ngei Buloh, Malaysia. T he group at the de
partment of huma n anatomy is now under 
Dr. A. G. M. Wedd ell . In recen t years the 
work of Dr. Elizabeth Palmer and D. G . 
J am ison has been carried on by Drs. Rosa 
Edwards (microbiologist). J a nny Boddingius 
(electron microscopist), and Colin McDou-

gall (clinician). In association with Prof. 
Weddell their main inte rests arc now: I) the 
mechani sm of nerve damage in leprosy; 2) 
the ultrastructure of the leprosy bacillus in 
the trea ted and untrea ted pat ie nt. effect of 
a ntileprosy drugs o n the morpho logy of the 
bacillus and patterns of phagosomes a nd ly
sosomes which occur at diffe ren t stages of 
lepromatous disease; 3) the physicoc hemical 
penetrat ion of ant ileprosy drugs int o mam
mal ia n periphera l nerves ; 4) the histopatho
logical a nd baci llary changes. as seen o n 
light microscopy in skin. nerve. muscle and 
scrot um foll owing various drug regimes: and 
5) hi stopathology of lep romato us leprosy in 
the nose. 

In 1970 Dr. R. G. Coc hrane opened an 
annex of six beds fo r the adm issio n o f lepro
sy patients at t he Slade Hos pital in O xford. 
Although the total is sma ll some highly 
bacilliferous pa t ients have been admitted in 
the past th ree years and diagnosed, treated 
a nd studied with valuable informa tion ob
tained in these areas. The Oxford group 
wi shes to extend their si ncere th an ks t o 
LEPRA for continuing financial help with 
salaries and scientific equipmen t received . 
- (Adapledfrom ·Lepr. Rev. 45 [1 974} 74) 

Ethiopia. IflollguralleclUre of Ihe Kellers
berger Memorial Lecwres delivered 011 J I 
May at the annual general meet ing of the 
Ethiopia n Medical Association in Ad di s 
Ababa by Dr. J aci nto Convit. Director. i n
terna ti onal Ce nter fo r Training and Re
search in Lep rosy and Rela ted Diseases, 
Venezuela, and president of International 
Leprosy Associati on. 

T he inaugu ral lecture. entit led " Leprosy 
and Leis hmanias is- S imila r Clinical, Patho
logical and Immun ologica l Models:' wa s 
hea rd by the 200 members of the Ethiopia n 
Medica l Associatio n. lead ers in government 
and public affairs. and physicia ns a ttending 
ALERTs study courses. It will be publ ished 
in an ea rly edi tion of the J OUR NAL OF T il t: 

ETHIOPIA N MED ICAL A SSOCIATION. 

During hi s stay in Addis Ababa. Dr. Con
vit held informal sess ions with va rious units 
of ALERT on the co ntribution of health edu
cation to rehabilitation and lep rosy control. 
On 29 May he leclU red at the Faculty of 
Medicine of Haile Selass ie I University. Dis
cussions were also held on the excha nge of 
personnel be tween AL E RT and the Interna
ti onal Cen ter in Venezuela a nd cooperation 
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in the preparatio n of tC<lc hing mate ria ls. 
~Thc Kcllersbcrgcr Memorial Lectures 

not only hon or Dr. Kc ll c rs bcrger for h is 
contributio n to le prosy co ntro l and his carly 
effons to establish the tra ining ce nter in 
Add is Ababa:' said Dr. O. Ha sscl b lad . 
president of American Leprosy M issiol15. 
"they will also help to advance kn owledge 
about the di sease looking IOward ils ult imat e 
solut ion ," Each year the lecture will be given 
by a le prosy specia list o f in te rnat iona l re
nown and will be printed and distr ibut ed to 
medical schools and leprosy workers around 
the wo rld. (Ar/ap/l1d jrum ALM News letter. 
June 1974) 

I .. i .'pr o.\'}' cOlI/ rO/;1/ Elhiopia, An account is 
given of the governmen t program of leprosy 
treatm e nt / control in Ethiopia . in whic h 
48.352 patients out of an e:.t ima ted tota l of 
125.000 have bee n brought under trea tme nt. 
mainly through dinics o perati ng in ~mall 
market towns. Reasons for the fa ilure of 
premature attempts at int eg nll ing the lepro
sy servicc into the general health services 
are given. Tribute is pa id to the cooper;ui on 
of voluntary age ncies, the work of A I.ER r, 
a nd the Armauer Hanse n Resea rch Imtitute. 
[Bascd o n a re port by E. W. Price. Chief. 
Leprosy Cont rol Project. Imperial Eth iopian 
M inistry of Public Health. Addis Ababa ·1 
- 5 . G . Browne (Atiapll'd from Le pr. Rev. 
45 [1974] 78-79) 

India . Illdian 1 .. 1.'1"0.\'.1' A,uOl'imiwr (Ililld 
KIIShl Nil 'lIftlll SUIIXh ). An informa tive essa y 
by S . S . Maitra . Ho norary Secretary, Indian 
Le prosy Association , appe;lrs in The STAK 
prese nt ing the hi sto ry and objectives of th e 
Association. The Associatio n was form ed in 
J 950 a nd established two impo rtant objec
tives as it s goals: control and relief of lep rosy 
pat ients and eradication of leprosy in India . 
The headqua rte rs. located in New Delhi wi th 
16 o utl yi ng branches, initiates these pro
grams which arc in turn implemented by its 
va rio us branches. The official organ of the 
Association is a scie nt ific qua rt erly journal. 
LEI'IWSV IN INl>tA. which publishes <Iniclcs 
on leprosy wo rk be ing done mainly in India 
and in ot he r countries. T he Associat ion also 
mainta ins a home "Shanti Il l;un" which 
temporarily houses destitu te leprosy pa tie nt s 
undergoing treatment a t the C hnstian M ed i
cal College in Vellore. Here the patients a rc 
taught rehabi litati ve measures such as new 

trades du ring thei r sho rt -te rm :.tay. and arc 
e ncouraged to be as self-reliilnt as pos ... ible. 
The Associa ti on eont i nue~ to concent rate o n 
health educa ti on. rehabilitation of leprosy 
patient s and public a ware ness regardi ng the 
pro bl e m s confron ting the se patie nt s and 
ultimatel y the eradication of lepro:.y in In
d ia. ( Adll/>II'd /rom The ST A R ,,-\ No. 6 
[1 974]14) 

J apa n .. /Jr. }'oshiu I'm'Iiit' (11/(1 Dr. M tlsa
shi Nalllba. In t\-1a y of this yea r. Dr. Yo~ hie. 

at t hc age of 72 year~. ret ired as d irecto r of 
the Nati onal l n ~ti tut c for Leprosy Re~earch 
in I ok yo. a :. :.eeretary-Ircilsure r of the J a p
ane ... c I.eprosy A:'.'>{.lCiation. a nd as ed it or of 
1. ,\ 1.1' 1'11.0. He abo retired from his pre\ iOll~ 
posit io n as c ha irman o f the .lapiln Le pro~y 
Panel. Dr. Yo~ hie will co nt inue to ,e rH' <I' 

:111 ad\isor 10 the leprosy in ... titute. Dr. t\'am
ba a ... sunlcd Dr. Y o:.hie·~ dutic:. a ... editor of 
L A 1.1' 1'11.0. :.ecrctary-trea surer of the .I a pa
neM.' l.e prosy A ...... ociation and direchlr Ilf the 
research institute. 

I.iheria . /Jr. PUIII Gn/!' 1I{ll'oilll l'tI direc'lOr 
(~f Nmimwl 1.t'{Jros.,· COl/trol (Jo ard ill /ilwr
ill. Dr, (i Cil Y. :tn Ame rican Mcthodi~t nll.'d i
ca l missiona ry, i~ a spec lali:.\ in lerro:.~ re
eomtr ucti\C ... urg ery and head of th e 
American Lepro:.y Mi:.~i()n~ :.upp0rled lep
rosy program of the Ganta ( Inited Met hodist 
M i:.!>ion Ho!> pital. li e "ill cont inue h is work 
:11 Gant:l. ,I ke) training center for the ne\\ 
nat ion .. 1 lepro.'» co ntrol program . 

1 he W H O e.~ t irnatcs abollt 21,500 leprosy 
ca!>e, in the country: mlly 4.036 arc unde r 
treatment and .~,O()() 01 the,e :Ire inpat ients 
a t II lepro!>aria . 

Under tht new gOH~ rn ment pla n leprosy 
('ont ral will be completely integrated into the 
cou ntry's ba!>ic hea lth faeili t ic:. and the 
number or lepros:lria red uced 10 four main 
cent er ~ fo r special care. I he others will be 
closed o r made into outpati ent cli n ics. rhe 
new progra m emphasi7e:. ou t patie nt trea t
ment for all ca ~e:. except those needing ~u r
gery or o t her special ca re , early case findi ng. 
re habilita ti on, le prosy training for all medi
cal perso nnel and publ ic health ed uca tio n. 

Du ri ng the la :.t fou r yea r:. the Ganta hos
pita l ha~ been a ce nlc r fo r leprosy tmining 
in Liberia . It s annual courses in every as pect 
of co ntro l. treatment and rehabilitatio n draw 
doct o rs, nurse:. and tcchnicia ns from hospi
tals count rywide, bot h government and mis-
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:.lOn. (AdaplNl f rom NEWS FROM ALM . 
Spri ng 1974) 

N i ~l' ria . Dr. Roy E Pf allzgraff and Dr. 
!llIlIul/I)' lJ,ycesoll wrire (I 11(,11' book on lep
ru.\'.\' elllilled Leprosy for St udents of Medi
cine. r his leprosy handbook for medical 
s\udcnb publ ished by C hurchill Livingsto ne. 
Edinburgh. Scot la nd (U K 1.50). developed 
from an a nnua l course given at the Garkida 
H o~ pjt a b in Nigeria fo r med ical students of 
Ahll1adu Bel lo University in Zaria . 

Dr. Pfa lt7gra ff. d irecto r of the Gark id<t 
Icproloy program. a nd Dr. Il ryccson. of the 
department of medicine a t the University, 
wrote Ihis 152 page, illustrated pa perback 
which covers the basic disciplines involved 
in studying le prosy as well as the clinica l 
and social aspects of p,lIient care. The au
thors point out that th ough their experience 
is main ly African , they believe the book ma y 
be useful to doctors in other areas. as well as 
to students fo r whom it is written. -(Adapt 
l'dfrUIII NE WS FROM A LM . Spring 1974) 

S ierra Leone. Leprosy control programs 
ojJicially inaugurated. In J a nuary 1973 the 
inceptio n of a governmen t sponsored leprosy 
cont rol progra m designed to cover the who le 
co untry was ina ugura ted . As early as 1957 
sam ple surveys revea led a preva lence of lep
rosy in Sierra Leone sufficient to warra nt 
initiat ion o f specific contro l measures. Be
gi nni ng as ea rly as 1957 va rious agencies 
such as LEI>RA. Catholic Relief Services 
and the Ge rman Leprosy Relief Associa tio n. 
volun teered their assistance a nd set up vari
ous leprosy co nt rol p rograms a nd t rea tment 
centers througho ut the co untry. Under the 
government program a leprologist and a n 
ad mi nist rative director wi ll serve under the 
deput y chief medical offi cer. genera l ma n
agcr and d irector of the progra m. Seve ra l 
im po rta nt aspects of this new program arc: 
a leprosari um at Masa nga for special cases 
of react io n a nd temp o ra ry hospital treat
ment: shoe maki ng ce nt ers provid ing foot
wea r for pa tien ts sct up at Mak eni and Ma
san ga: 16 mob ile un its set in o pe ra t io n 
bringi ng hea lth educat ion and treatment to 
patients in their own villages: each ce nter. 
au ached to the loca l hospitals. has a leprosy 
cont rol offi cer as its superviso r. T hree med i
ca l d oc to rs. specia lly trai ned in le prosy 

work. reside in Ma keni. Masanga and 80 
and are responsible for the medical aspects 
of the program.- (Adaptedfrom Lcpr. Rev. 
45 [1 974J 80-8 1) 

Surinam. Seminar for Caribbean leprosy 
officers held in Paramaribo. Surinam al the 
&lsic Sciences InSlilule. May 20-25. At a 
recent seminar spo nsored by the Pan Ameri
can Health O rganizatio n. Dr. O. W. Has
selblad delivered a lecture on "The Psycho
Social Aspects of Leprosy." He mai nta ined 
that leprosy: " has the pecul iar d istinctio n of 
being. in the public mind. the wo rst disaster 
that ca n befall a pe rson .~ 

The ability and likelihood of the pat ien! 
to regain a usefu l and creati ve role in com
munit y life, he sa id: "is in al most d irect 
proportion to the lengt h of time he has been 
inst itut iona lized. Onl y when leprosy is in
cluded in comprehensive communi ty plan
ning and is treated by the same pe rsonnel 
responsible for the prevention a nd treatment 
of other major hea lth problems. wi ll both 
the pat ient a nd the community believe that 
leprosy is a disea se like a ny other." 

Other semi na r 'leaders were Drs. J acinto 
Co nvit , J ose Arvelo. Merlin L. Brubaker and 
Celio de Paula Motta. 

The week- long seminar included d iscus
sions of the vario us aspects of leprosy con
cerni ng eye p ro blems, epidemiology, d iag
nosis. immuno logy a nd t reat me nt. ca se 
fi nding. public hea lth ed ucation. preventive 
rehabili tation a nd psycho-social problems. 
Dr. P. L. A. Nieme! . Directo r. Dermatologic 
Service. Surinam a nd Dr. Vlad imir Ratho us
er. PA HOI WH O Cou ntry Representa tive, 
organized the sem inar. -{Atlaptetl f rom 
A LM NE WS, Spring 1974) 

S witzerland . Extracls from Ihe proceed
ings of the Th'emy-Sevelllh World Heallh 
Assembly held in Geneva , May 1974. 

Having studied the pro posed program a nd 
budget estimates fo r 1975 a nd the Director
General's annual repo rt fo r 1973; a nd re
calling that leprosy is still a widespread a nd 
serious disease: a nd co nsidering that the new 
microbiologica l technics. particularly a nima l 
inoculat ion. a nd immunological methods as 
well as the development of new epidemi o
logical approaches seem lik.ely to speed up 
leprosy control and male it mo re effective: 
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I. Thanks the Director-Ge nera l for his 
report and requests him 10 pursue the 
efforts fo r leprosy control undertaken 
by WHO. 

2. Recomme nd s tha t Mem ber States ex
amine the possibili ty of st rengt hening 
lep ro sy control measures by callin g 
upo n all availa ble sources of coopera
ti on. 

3. Invites Member Sla tes to have recourse 
10 the organiza tio n's advi sory and co
ordinatory services so that optimum 
use can be made of these extra re
sources. 

4. In vi tes the Director-General to convene 
a meeting of the Ex pert Commiltcc on 
Leprosy to review the practica l intro
ducti on of modern methods of leprosy 
conlrol.- (Submillf'd by S. G. Browne) 

Human rights and medical advances dis
cussed at a round lable ill Geneva. In No
vember 1973. und er the auspices o f the 
Council for Inle rnatio na l O rga nizations of 
Medical Sciences (CIOMS). a panel of 32 
scientists. theologia ns. philosophers and jur· 
isIS opened d iscussio ns of the a bove themes. 
Participat ion fro m representa ti ves of some 
87 international scientific member o rganiza· 
tions was welcomed . 

The ILA (which. incidentally. was e lected 
to the executive committee of the C IOM S a t 
the preceding bus iness meeting) was repre· 
sented at the round table by its secretary· 
treasurer, Dr. S. G. Browne. Some of the 
topics considered were only ind irectly relat· 
ed to leprosy. such as socia l implicatio ns of 
new genet ic and medical technics, the defi · 
nit io n of death. euthanasia, a bo rti on and 
steri lization. use of food additives and ex· 
periments in psychiatry. Other topics relat· 
ing mo re specifi cally to leprosy were the 
clinical testing of new drugs and procedures 
and experimentat ion on human subjects. 
The ethical and mo ral implicatio ns of some 
of the new technics. like amniocentesis a nd 
genetic engineering were acti vely discussed 
and debated . 

The C IOMS has developed into a kind of 
ethical watchd og or co nscience for the medi· 
cal sciences. and white retaining its links 
with WHO and UNESCO it is able to main
tain an independent and o bjecti ve stance in 
regard 10 the mo ral aspects of medicine. 
-{Adapted f rom Lepr. Rev. 45 [1974] 77) 

U.S.A. 77le Rev. Roger K. Ackley of Car
mel. /lIdiallo, fo rmer speciaiisl ill imerno· 
liOllol refugee rese/llement work. has been 
elecled pres idem of Americoll u prosy Mis· 
siotlS. Mr. Ackley. who took ove r his new 
post I Se ptember 1974, succeeded Dr. O liver 
W. Hasselblad . 

Dr. Hasselblad . internationally renowned 
in world leprosy contro l. is retiring aft er 15 
years as president but will continue to serve 
the organiza tion as medical consulta nt. 

Mr. Ackley. a Baptist minister, has had a 
wide and varied ca reer iri the C h r is tian 
ministry. the bus iness world and in govern
ment a nd interna tio nal service. He spent 16 
years d irecting resettlement progra ms for 
the U.S. government, the United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitati on Admini s tration 
(UNNRA) and the Int e rnat io nal Refugee 
Orga nizati on (lRO). Under his d irection 
some o ne millio n victims of the d islocation 
of war were helped . 

His service in resettlement progra ms be· 
gan in 1945 when he was appo inted by the 
U.S. Depa rtment of Interior as re locati on 
offi cer in Salinas. California. where he was 
in charge of reintegrating into the com· 
munity J apa nese·America ns who had been 
inte rned during World War II. 

For the next rive years he worked with 
UNNRA and the IRO in Germany repatri· 
a ting refugees a nd sett ing up child care, 
welfare a nd tra ining programs. During this 
period he d evelo ped the largest processing 
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emigration ce nter in the British zone. After 
the resettlement program closed, M r. Ackley 
spent a year in Washington for the Tech ni
ca l Cooperati on Admini stration on the 
Egypt desk. From 1952 .. 1955 he was program 
director in Egypt for the Point 4 program. 

An emergency assignment sent him to 
Vietnam in 1955 as one of fOUf technica l 
ex perts of the S tate Depa rtmen t to advise 
the French and Vietnamese on the evacua
tio n of refugees from Nort h Vietnam to the 
South. In a period of six months 850,000 
refugees were resettled . The evacua tion was 
complet~d in 1956 and he was then trans
ferred to Germany where he headed the 
Escapee Program fo r Western Europe for 
the next five yea rs. He negotiated with 
European governments to accept refugees 
from the Iron Curtain cou ntries. worked out 
training programs and set up a processing 
center in Salzburg for Hungaria n refugees. 
In 1960 Mr. Ackley was appointed U.S. 
Co nsul in Salzburg. 

From 1962- 1972 he was associated with 
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines with headquar
ters in Chicago. As midwest regional man
ager he was respo nsible for sales, public 
relations, admin is trati o n and training of 
staff in eight o ffices. 

Before accepting the presidency of Ameri
can Leprosy Missions Mr. Ackley was in
diana state program director of ACTiON, 
a government volunteer and se nior ci t izen 
program. 

Born in Schenectady. New Yo rk. Mr. Ack
ley was educa ted in Cal ifornia where he 
received an A.B. at the University of Red
la nds and stud ied at the Eastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and the University of 
Sou thern California. After hi s g rad uate 
study he wo rk ed for six yea rs in the fi eld of 
Christi an edu cat io n. servi ng the Wilshire 
Presbyterian Church in Los Angeles. the 
First Friends Church in Whinier, Ca liforn ia, 
the First Baptist Church in Portland. Oregon 
and the Southern Ca lifornia Baptist Conven
tion in Los Angeles. In 1944 he was o rd3ined 
by the First Baptist Church of Whitt ier and 
served a year as minister of the First Baptist 
Church in Grand J uncti on. Co lorado. before 
hi s government appointment as relocat ion 
office r in Ca lifornia. 

Mr. Ackley is married to the fo rmer Rita 
Sen ior of Lo nd on. Engla nd . They have three 
children: J ohn. 14. Evelyn. 10 a nd Pau l, 7. 
As of 26 August the Ackleys reside at 430 

Ridgewood Ave nue. Glen Ridge. New J er
sey. - (Adapfed f rom AL M Newsleuer 23 
Ju ly 1974) 

USSR. Leprosy i" fhe USSR. Presen tly. 
approximately 2,000 leprosy patien ts are be
ing treated in 16 leprosa ria; some 70% are 
probably there for life due to gross deformi
ties which prevent them from being reinte
grated into society. In addition, abou t 4,000 
outpat ients arc being treated. In 1972. 100 
new cases were diagnosed count ry-wide wit h 
students from outside the USS R accounti ng 
for 40 cases diagnosed during the past 20 
years. For the past six years the activities of 
the Moscow Research Institut e have been 
linked closely with the Leprosy Sect iOn of 
WHO. Emmaus Suisse (Swiss Leprosy Re
lief Association) has provided chemical re
age nts as well as photographic suppl ies for 
leprosy research which a re at times difficult 
to obtai n in the USS R.- (Adapfed from 
Lepr. R". 45 [1974] 79-80) 

Venezuela. Health educatio1l as a primary 
inslrumefl{ of rehabilitation proves success
/ ul in Venezuela . Dr. O. W. Hasselblad re
ports his findings after a three-week survey 
in February o n the resu lts of the seve n-year 
rehabil ita tion program which is under the 
direction of Dr. J ose Arvelo. deputy director 
of the National Institute of Dermatology in 
Ca racas. 

The effectiveness of the new approach de
pends on leprosy workers who establish a 
personal relati onship of m utual t rust with 
the patient . making him awa re of his own 
responsibility for prevention and treatme nt 
of disabilities. F reque nt vis it s to pat ien ts' 
homes by local paramed ical workers who 
show interest in their total welfare also help 
to change the attitudes of bot h pa tients and 
com mun ity about the disease. Some 150 
auxiliary work ers are assigned to 29 lep rosy 
services throughout the cou ntry in rural a nd 
urban areas. 

Dr. Hassel blad remarks " Witho ut the use 
of sophi sticated rehabi li tation equipment 
and facilities, massive ulcers were complete
ly hea led. clawed and di sab led hands re
stored to full function, eye problems cleared 
up. But eve n mo re importa nt wa s the intang
ible effect of this internalized health educa
tion program on the individua l, whose sense 
of d igni ty a nd self respect was restored ." 
- (Adapted from NEWS FROM ALM , 
Spring 1974) 


