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History of the INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LEPROSY 

The PHILIPPINE JOURNAL OF SCIENCE, Vol
ume 44, April 1931 , published a report of 
the Leonard Wood Memorial Conference on 
Leprosy held in Manila January 9-23, 1931. 
This conference, sponsored and financed 
by the Leonard Wood Memorial (LWM), 
was undertaken with the objective of bring
ing leprologists and other scientists together 
in the hope of achieving among them better 
uniformity in terminology, classification, 
criteria for diagnosis and methods of treat
ing leprosy. The conference also was con
vened to emphasize research on leprosy 
especially in epidemiology, etiology, patho
genesis, biochemistry and pharmacology. 
Because the early work of the Leonard Wood 
Memorial was centered in the Philippines, 
the majority of the 22 carefully selected par
ticipants were from ten countries of the Far 
East. 

This conference , convened just three 
yea rs after the founding of the Leonard 
Wood Memorial and was the result of vi
sionary planning by the progressive leaders 
of the Leonard Wood Memorial: Mr. Perry 
Burgess, Pres ident , and Dr. H. W. Wade, 
Medical Director. Evolving at this confer
ence was a unanimous decision by the as-
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sembled scientists to form an organization 
THE INTERNATIONAL LEPROSY ASSOCIATION 
(SOCIETE INTERNATIONALE DE LA LEPRE) the 
purposes of which were: 

To encourage and facilitate mutual acquaint
ance and collaboration between persons of 
all nationalities concerned in leprosy work 
and the coordination of their efforts; to 
facilitate the dissemination of knowledge of 
leprosy and its control; and in any other 
practicable manner to aid in the antileprosy 
campaign throughout the world; and to this 
end to publish a scientific journal of leprosy. 
It shall endeavor to cooperate with any 
other institution or organization dealing with 
leprosy work. 

Dr. Victor G. Heiser was elected tempo
rary president and Dr. Robert G. Cochrane 
temporary secretary. At the Manila Con
ference the Council took immediate action 
on plans for a scientific journal on leprosy. 
On 21 January 1931 in Resolution I, it re
quested financial support from the Leonard 
Wood Memorial: 

WHEREAS, the Leonard Wood Memorial 
Conference on Leprosy , believing it to be of 
the greatest importance that leprologists and 
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others interested in leprosy be organized 
and that a scientific journa l of leprosy be 
published, has organized an International 
Leprosy Association, one of the primary pur
poses of which shall be to publish an Inter
national Journal of Leprosy, and, 

WHEREAS, it is estimated that such a 
Journal, of satisfactory quality, can be pub
lished at a cost of from $5,000 to $6,000 gold 
a year, but it is recognized that sufficient 
funds cannot be raised for the purpose pre
vious to publication and that it is uncertain 
whether for the first few years income (mem
bership fees, subscriptions, advertising) will 
equal the cost of publication; Be if 

RESOLVED, That the Leonard Wood 
Memorial for the Eradication of Leprosy be 
approached to grant to the International 
Leprosy Association a subsidy for five years, 
the amount to be, for the first year $5,000 
gold and for the next four years the amount 
required to cover the difference between in
come and cost of publication but not to ex
ceed $5,000 in anyone year. 

Mr. Perry Burgess who, with Mrs. Doro
thy Wade, had been successful in raising 
the funds for the Leonard Wood Memorial, 
was very enthusiastic about the proposed 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LEPROSY. He and 
the Board of Trustees responded favorably 
to The Resolution by agreeing to provide 
$5 ,000 to begin the JOURNAL and additional 
funds to meet its deficits for five years. 

Plans for the 
JOURNAL moved 
ahead rapidly. Dr. 
H. Windsor Wade, 
formerly Professor 
of Pathology, U ni
versity of the Phil
ippines, who had 
been persuaded by 
General Leonard 
Wood in 1922 to 
begin scientific 
work at the large 
leprosarium on 

Culion, was elected the editor. Within two 
years after the decision had been made· to 
publish a journal, the first issue, Volume I 
was published bearing the date of I January 
1933. The Constitution of the ILA published 
in this first issue, defined the scope of the 
INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LEPROSY as fol
lows: 

The sa id periodica l shall contain original 
articles , selected reprinted ar ti cles , ab
stracts, and other material at the discretion 
of the Editor, and sha ll be issued regularly 
at intervals to be determined by the Gen
eral Council , but not less often than once in 
three months. 

In this issue, Dr. Wade formall y expressed 
appreciation for the courtesy and helpful
ness of the authorities of the University of 
the Philippines in providing office space for 
the JOURNAL, which he described as a com
modious well-located room in a congenial 
atmosphere in the fine new building of the 
School of H yg ie ne and Publi c Hea lth in 
Manila. 

That first issue gave evidence of careful 
and skillful planning by the editor, because 
the pattern he set in the first issue has been 
followed throughout the subsequent 42 years 
of this important scientific publication. For 
the benefit of those who do not have the first 
volume of the JOURNAL available, the list of 
contents of this first issue is reproduced . 

CONTENTS 

No. I, JANUAJlY, 1933 

ORIGINAL ARTICLES Pol" 

Editorial Statement. The International J ournal of Leprol), .. . 
Lampe, P. H . J . F a te of children born of leprou. partota 10 the 

Groot.-ChatiUon iep l'osy asylum .................. ~ . . . . .. .. . 
Lowe, J ohn. Epidemiology of leprosy in Hyderahad (Ueccan).. 11 
Hayuhi, }o'umio. Mitsudn's skin reaction in lepro::iY .......... 31 
Lot:w~nst.ein, E. lIucten oiogical diagnosis of leprosy v)' means 

of blood culture .. ... . . . . ... . . . ~9 

ArauJo, H. C. de ::)ouzu. J::~sai!; de culture du tI1Vco~uct Cl'jum 

ieprae par la methode de Sumiyoshi·S hiK~ . .J5 

REPRI NTED ARTI CLES 

Rodriguez, Jose and Fidel C. I-'l antilla. The his tamine test a s 
an aid in the diagnosi~ of ea rl y leprosy. [ F rom the .t'lul'jlpi'Ic 
J ournaL of ScieJIu 46 (1\)31) 1:l;S] . ...... ~~ 

Soule, Malcolm H . a nd .Eud B. McKin ley. Cultivation ot iJ. 

lep1'Cu with experiment.allesions in monkeys. ( From the AI1~el'· 
ican JountaL of Tropical Medicine 12 (19J2) 1] ...... . . 53 

Cole, Howard I rving. Causes oi irritation Upon injectIOn 01 
iod ized ethyl ester s o[ hydnocarpus.group oi ls. [From the 
Philippine J ournal 01 Science 40 (1929) 503] .. 81 

EDITORIALS .... 
CORRESPONDENCE .. 
ASSOCIAT ION NEWS. 
NEWS ITEMS ......... 
CURRENT LITERATUR E 

As the number of acceptable original ar
ticles increased, there .was less space for re
printed articles which now appear only 
rarely. However, throughout the years the 
emphasis on editorials, news items, and cur
rent literature has continued . In this first 
issue there were nine pages of Current Lit
erature, which enabled the readers of the 
JOURNAL throughout the world to receive the 
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benefit of articles that were of interest to 
workers in leprosy. Throughout the 42 years 
of the J OU RNAL'S existence Current Litera
ture has been maintained . This service has 
been of inestimable value to leprosy workers 
especially those working where library facil
ities are absent or inadequate. 

The record shows that during the first 
three years of its publication the Memorial 
supported 76% of the cost of the JOURNAL 
and during the next two years 60%. Victor 
Heiser, director for the East of the Rocke
feller Foundation and president of the IN
TERNATI0NAL LEPROSY ASSOCIATION, was 
also a member of the Medical Advisory 
Board of the Leonard Wood Memorial. At 
the end of the first five years of the JOURNAL, 
he told the Board of Trustees of the Memo
rial that because of the relatively small num
ber of people in the world actively engaged 
in leprosy work, the INTERNATIONAL JOUR
NAL OF LEPROSY would never become self
supporting. In 1968, at the age of 95, Dr. 
Heiser was shown a copy of his report of 
1938 to the Board of Trustees of the L WM 
and was told that it was prophetic because 
the L WM was still meeting the fiscal deficits 
of the JOURNAL. 

Dr. Wade at the Cairo Congress in 1938 
submitted a most impressive detailed report 
of his first five years as editor (IlL 6:529-
542). Readers who have visited Culion, a 
small island approximately 200 miles from 
Manila, can appreciate the difficulties in 
communication encountered by Dr. Wade 
who was dependent on intermittent mail de
liveries by small boats from Manila. It was 
therefore necessary that he maintain an of
fice in Manila for handling copy and seeing 
the JOURNAL through the press. 

The report's Table 3, reprinted from this 
1938 report depicts the broad professional 
interests reported in the JOURNAL. The 182 
original articles published or on hand had 
been received from authors in 45 countries. 

TABLE 3.-Nature of original article! 'Publuhed and on hand on 
December 31, 1937. 

General and miscellaneous . . 
Dist ribution, etc ... ..... . . . 
Epidemiology, children, etc .. 
Prophylaxis, inst itutions, etc. 
Clinical. incl. classification . . 
Clinico-pathological . . . 
Pathology . .. . ...... . 
Bacteriology . . . .. .. ... . . . 
Immunology. serology. etc ... 
Chemistry and pharmacology 
RAt leprosy . . . 

Publi, hcd On Hand 
10 
26 3 
14 5 
II 6 
38 7 
13 3 
9 

10 
10 
10 
3 

TOTALS. .. . .. ..... ... 154 28 

Total Per cent 

10 6 
29 16 
19 11 
17 9 
45 25 
16 8 
9 5 

10 6 
13 7 
11 6 
3 2 

182 101 

The li st of members of the INTERNATION
AL LEPROSY ASSOCIATION published in 
Number 4 of Volume 8, 1940, comprised 
315 names from 62 countries . Including the 
112 nonmembership subscribers, a total of 
425 copies of the JOURNAL went to 92 coun
tries. 

THE WAR YEARS 

Because of the 
ho stilities in the 
Pacific, beginning 
in December of 
1941, the October
December issue of 
Volume 9 for 1941 
was not published. 
Dr. and Mrs. Wade 
were req u i red to 
remain at Culion 
under the surveil-
lance of the invad

ers for the duration of the war, therefore he 
could not carryon his editorship. Mr. Perry 
Burgess, the enterprising president of the 
Leonard Wood Memorial, because of his 
dedication to the continuance of the INTER
NATIONAL JOURNAL OF LEPROSY as an im
portant means of communicatio.n in the 
scientific world, persuaded Dr. James A. 
Doull, Professor of Hygiene and Public 
Health, at Western Reserve University, 
Cleveland, Ohio, and a member of the Ad
visory Medical Board of the Leonard Wood 
Memorial, to serve as acting editor of the 
JOURNAL. Volume 10, under the title, Special 
War Number, December 1942, consisted of 
a single issue of 175 pages. This carried in 
general, however, the format of the regular 
issues. Mr. Burgess in a foreword made the 
following statement: 

This Special War Number of the INTERNA

TIONAL JO URNAL OF L EP ROSY is dedicated to 
the Editor, Dr. H. Windsor Wade, and to all 
workers in leprosy- physicians, laymen and 
their families- who have been interned at 
their posts. 

He stated further that this special number 
had been published by the Leonard Wood 
Memorial and was being sent to the mem
bers of the Association without charge. He 
expressed his appreciation to Dr. Doull for 
his generous gift of time and work in edit
ing this special number. 

Dr. Doull continued as acting editor dur-
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ing the war years. Volume II in 1943 was 
again a single issue. This issue however was 
of special significance because it was re
printed in Spanish, in order to make avail
able to South American workers, the report 
by Dr. Guy H. Faget and his associates at 
the U.S. Public Health Service Hospital, 
CarviJle, Louisiana, of their success in treat
ing 22 patients for one year with promin, a 
sulfone derivative. This article had been 
translated from the U.S. Public Health Ser
vice Report, Vol. 58, No. 26, 1943. 

Dr. Doull continued as acting editor for 
the special war numbers of the JOURNAL, 
Volumes 10-14. However, Volume 13 was 
printed after Dr. and Mrs. Wade had been 
evacuated from Culion. It contained mate
rial that Dr. Wade had prepared for the 
Number 4 issue of Volume 9 but had not 
published because of the war. 

Although the office of the IN TERNATIONAL 
JOURNAL OF LEPROSY in Manila and all back 
files (Vols. 1-9) had been destroyed, the 
proofs for the Number 4 issue of 1941 had 
been preserved . Fortunately, the alert As
sistant Editor, Mrs. Roy C. Bennett, had 
passed them to a friend of neutral national
ity who returned them to Mrs. Bennett on 
her liberation from the Santo Tomas camp 
in 1945. Therefore, Volume 13 contained the 
original articles that had been prepared for 
the Number 4 issue of 1941 (after elimina
tion of those that had been published else
where). Information was furnished that the 
entire cost of the publication of the war num
bers V 01 urnes 10-14 had been met by the 
Board of Trustees of the L WM. Dr. Doull 
continued as acting editor through Volume 
15, 1947. In an editorial in the last issue un
der his editorship he stated that: 

On January I, 1948, the Editor of the JOUR
NAL, Dr. H. Windsor Wade, resumes his edi
torial duties . The JOURNAL again becomes in 
fact , as well as in name the organ of the In
ternational Leprosy Association. The Ameri
can Leprosy Foundation (Leonard Wood 
Memorial) will continue to make up the fi
nancial deficits which should become small
er as the paid membership increases. 

He stated that the editor would be as
sisted by Dr. Huldah Bancroft, Associate 
Professor of Biostatistics, at Tulane Univer
sity, who had been assistant editor for three 
years. Dr. Doull commented further, that he, 
as acting ediior had looked upon the JOUR-

NAL as a trust to be protected and nurtured 
until it could be restored to its proper office. 
He e~pressed his appreciation for the as
sistance that had been given him by hi s as
sociates. One of these, Miss Delta Derrom, 
was later to become the business manager 
and assistant editor of the JO URNAL. Dr. 
DouB concluded: 

Finally the JOURNAL is indebted to the Presi
dent and Trustees of Western Reserve Uni
versity for making available the services of 
the Acting Editor and of those assistants 
who were employees of the University, and 
also for providing office space and appurte
nances. 

He expressed his appreciation to the publish
ing houses in Cleveland that had taken over 
the JOURNAL during the war years . 

In an editorial published in Volume 15, 
1947, pp 444-465, Dr. Doull provided a com
prehensive resume of the scientific articles 
that had been made available to the leprosy 
world through the war issues of the IJL. 

WADE RESUMES EDITORSHIP 
When Dr. Wade resumed his position as 

editor on I January 1948 the publication of
fice was moved from Cleveland, Ohio, to 
New Orleans, Louisiana, under the charge of 
Dr. H uldah Bancroft, assistant editor, who 
carried out all of the details of publication 
and arranged for the printing to be done in 
New Orleans by the Tulane University Press. 

In 1947, Dr. Bancroft's assistant, Miss 
Bess Lefevre, became business manager. On 
retirement of Dr. Bancroft, 30 June 1958, 
from her position at Tulane University, she 
requested that she and Miss Lefevre be re
lieved of their duties with the JOURNAL. Dr. 
Wade, in Volume 26, page 259, expressed 
his appreciation for the fine work they had 
done in carrying out the duties of the pub
lication and business offices. 

Earlier, mention was made that M iss Del
ta Derrom assisted Dr. Doull while he was 
acting editor during World War II. In 1949 
she had come to Washington as assistant to 
Dr. Doull , the newly appointed medical di
rector of the L WM . On the retirement of Dr. 
Bancro ft in 1958, Miss .Derrom was ap
pointed assistant editor and business man
ager of the JOURNAL. At that time the print
ing of the JO URNAL was transferred from 
New Orleans to Monumental Press, Balti-
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mo re, Ma ryla nd , where it was g iven the per
so na l a ttenti o n of its pres id ent , M r. J o hn 
Fe rguso n III. 

D r. Wade, a ft er the wa r, with the ass ist
an ce of the assoc ia t e ed it o r s, D rs. Mui r, 
C ha uss ina nd , a nd Cochra ne, reesta blished 
the place of thi s J OU RNAL a mo ng the mem
bers of the INTE RNAT IONAL LEP ROSY Asso
CIAT ION a nd o th er s ub sc rib ers. Cu i io n 
again beca me the center o f internat io na l 
communica ti o ns dea ling with leprosy. Dur
ing the succeeding yea rs hi s zea l a nd enthu
sias m a nd met icul o us ca re fo r the J OU RNAL 
never abated. In 1963, however, beca use of 
ill hea lth he rea lized that he could no t con
tinue to carryon with his past effectiveness 
and notified the C ouncil of the INTE RNATION
AL LEPROSY ASSOCIATION o f his res igna tio n 
to be effective a t the end o f Vo lume 3 1, 
1963 . 

At the Eighth I nterna tiona l Leprosy Con
gress in Rio de J a n e iro, Dr . Es m o nd R. 
Lo ng, Emeritus Professo r of Pa th o logy, a t 
the University o f Pennsy lvan ia a nd fo rmerly 
Director of the Henry Phipps Institute for 
the Study, Treatment, and Preventio n of 
Tubercul os is of the University of Pennsyl
vania , was elected to succeed Dr. Wade. 

LONG BECOMES EDITOR 
In the first issue 

of Vo lum e 32 , 
1964, D r. Wade, 
Editor Emeritus, in 
an edit o ri a l e n
titled "A New Ed
itor for the JOUR
NA L" introduced 
D r. Lo ng to th e 
r ea d e r s of th e 
J OU RNAL. After c it
ing his productive 
pro fess ion a l ca 

reer, Dr. Wade emphasized Dr. Lo ng's qua l
ities a nd accomplishments as a utho r a nd 
edito r: 

As a n a uth o r he co lla bo ra ted with H . 
Gi d eo n Well s in w riting a boo k on th e 
Chemistry of Tu berculosis, the first editi o n 
of which was published in 1923. A second 
editi o n a ppeared in 1932 a nd a third in 1958 . 
In 1928 his History of Pathology was p ub
lished a nd in 1929 his Selected Readings in 
Pathology (seco nd editi on in 196 1). In 1955 
his Tuberculosis in the Army of the United 

States in World War /I was publi shed a nd 
in 1962 hi s History of Am erican Pathology. 

H is edi toria l ex perience has inc lud ed , 
amo ng other t hin gs, years of membership 
o n th e Edit o ria l Boa rd of the A merica n Re
view of T u bercu losis. He was Ed ito r- in
C hief of tha t j o urna l fro m 1947 to 195 1,and 
rema ins as Consulting Edito r fo r the peri odi
ca l, now des igna ted America n Rev iew o f 
Res pira to ry Diseases . He was S pecia l Edito r 
fo r Medicine for the Second Editi o n of Web
ster's Int erna ti o na l Dict io nary. 

A ltho ugh hi s interests have included the 
myco bacteria in ge nera l, his principa l co n
tact wi th leprosy work, before now, was as 
a member o f the Advisory Medica l Boa rd o f 
the Leona rd W ood Memoria l fro m 1932 to 
1948. D uri ng part of tha t time he was con
ce rned in a d irec ting ca pacity with ex peri 
ments spo nso red by the Memo ria l o n se para
ti on of leprosy bacilli fro m heavi ly infected 
tiss ues. 

As a n initia tio n into the edito rship o f T HE 
J OURNAL, Dr. Lo ng agreed to ta ke o n the un
envia ble tas k of preparing the fou rth issue 
fo r 1963, the Congress number. Aft er eac h 
of the p rev io u s co ngresses, fro m Ca iro 
( 1958) to Tokyo ( 1958), I had stayed o n fo r 
a wee k o r mo re to collect the ma teria l fo r 
the co rrespo ndiAg issues. Unfo rtunately, I 
was una ble to a ttend the Ri o de J a neiro con
gress a nd there was no one there specifica lly 
ass igned to und erta ke the task, a nd tha t has 
made fo r difficulties in prepa ring th a t iss ue. 

I n closing the edito rial Dr. Wade noted 
tha t Dr. Lo ng wo uld be prima ril y co ncerned 
with the j o b of catching up with the ca lend a r 
in respect to issue dates. 

In a n editoria l o n " H . W . Wade, M .D ., 
Edit o r E m e ritu s," IJL 32, pp 73-77, 1964, 
Dr. Long recorded the outsta nding pro fes
sio na l and editorial ca reer of Dr. Wade end
ing with thi s tribute: 

Too much could not be sa id fo r Wade's 
lo ng service as Edit o r o f THE J OURNAL. A 
meticul o us a nd exacting ed itor, he has never 
let the m in utiae a nd the mecha nics of th a t 
work cloud the sc ienti fic acumen with which 
he has rev iewed every ma nusc ript tha t ca me 
to his des k. He has a lways bee n a co nstruc
tive edito r, a helpful advise r, a nd in not a 
few cases a rea l (if unna med) pa rtic ipa nt in 
reports tha t have a ppea red in T il E J OURNAL. 
Into lera nt of inacc uracy, o f lack o f c la rity, 
a nd of insuffic iency of evidence, a nd fo rth
right a nd outspo ken in co nstruct ive criti
c ism, he has brought ma ny a prese nta tio n , 
ina deq uately prepa red , fro m a n in fer io r 
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state to one of excellence. A fighter for his 
own convictions, he has always been willing 
to meet opposing views head-o n out of the 
wealth of his own experience. He will be 
remembered for many achievements, but 
not least as one of the most dynamic medi
cal editors of our time. 

THE INTERNATIO NA L JOURNAL OF LEPROSY 

will have the benefit of his continuing assist
ance, as a contributor of ed itorials , stimu
lator of correspondence, and collector and 
abstractor of scientific information on lep
rosy. He has long been noted for his di~
crimination and care in these phases of hIs 
editorship, and it is to be hoped that readers 
of THE JO URNAL will have the good fortune 
to share in his wisdom for many years to 
come. 

Dr. Long, aided by M iss Delta Derrom, 
the assistant editor, immediately proceeded 
to bring the JOURNAL up-to-date. 

Under his leadership the title was 
changed to THE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 
LEPROSY AND OTHER MYCOBACTERIAL DIS
EASES. This was to enable the JOURNAL to 
cover the many diseases caused by mycobac
teria other than leprosy bacilli . 

Living in retirement nearly 200 miles from 
Washington, he conducted his editorial work 
by frequent visits to his desk in Washingto~ 
and by active mail and telephone commuOl
cations with the assistant editor. 

I n addition to editing the regular issues 
of the JOURNAL he edited the Proceedings 
of the Leonard Wood Memorial-Armed 
Forces Institute of Pathology Conference on 
Research Problems in Leprosy (IJ L 33 

. [1965] 397-794), a supplement financed by 
the Leonard Wood Memorial. He prepared 
and published in Volume 35, 1967, pp 239-
302, Forty Years of Leprosy Research- His
tory of the Leonard Wood Memorial. 

SKINSNES ELECTED EDITOR 

At the time of 
the Ninth I nterna
tional Leprosy 
Congress in Lon
don in 1968, Dr. 
Long, who had 
then attained the 
chronological age 
of 78, requested 
that he be relieved 
as editor. His res
ignation was reluc
tantly accepted by 

the Council. Dr. Olaf K. Skinsnes, Profes
sor of Pathology , at the University of Ha
waii, Honolulu, was elected editor. Dr. Long 
assisted Dr. Skinsnes in beginning his new 
career as editor. 

As editor emeritus he undertook, at the 
request of Professor E. Freerksen, Director 
of the Borstel Institute for Experimental 
Biology and Medicine, Borstel, Germany, 
the editing of the Proceedings of a Collo
quium Of} Leprosy. The Proceedings entitled 
Leprosy Today were published at the ex
pense of the Borstel Institute in Volume 39, 
1967, pp 201-691. 

In a biographical sketch of Dr. Skinsnes 
(IJ L 36 [1968] 449-450), Dr. Long st~ted 
that the Council had discussed "Dr. SklOs
nes' unique combination of qualities for 
editorship, including his literary skill as an 
author of scientific papers and his broad 
experience with current leprosy problems 
and his devotion to research and leprosy 
control." 

Dr. Skinsnes, born in China of American 
medical missionary parents, had received 
his education in medicine and pathology at 
the University of Chicago. While senior lec
turer in pathology at the University of Hong 
Kong, he became known to the members of 
the ILA for his work at the Hay Ling Chau 
Leprosy Sanatorium in Hong Kong. He con
tinued his interest in leprosy and his contact 
with professional colleagues in the Orient 
during seven years as professor of pathology 
at the University of Chicago. Accepting a 
position as professor of pathology, Univer
sity of Hawaii, Honolulu, in 1967, gave him 
the opportunity to intensify his research in 
leprosy. 

FINANCING THE INTERNATIONAL 
JOURNAL OF LEPROSY 

I t has previously been noted that at the 
beginning the Leonard Wood Memor!al 
agreed to provide $5,000 annually for fIve 
years for the support of the JOURNAL. Sub
sequently, after Dr. Victor Heiser's report 
of the first five years in which he stated that 
the JOURNAL could never be expected to be 
self-sustaining, the Board of Trustees agreed 
to continue paying the annual deficit. Dur
ing the war years, when the INTERNATIONAL 
LEPROSY ASSOCIATION could no longer func
tion and no membership dues came in, the 
Leonard Wood Memorial paid the entire 
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costs of the issues that were published. With 
Volume 16, 1948, the forma l a rra ngement 
of supp o rtin g the a nnu a l d efi c it was 
resumed by the Leonard Wood Memoria l. 

During the following yea rs, ho weve r , 
there was considera ble decrease in the a n
nual income of the LWM , making it increas
ingly difficult for the Board of Trustees to 
continue funding the Memorial's own re
search ope ra tion s and at the same time 
meet the annua l deficits of the J OURNAL. 

At the Seventh Interna tional Leprosy 
C ongress in Tok yo in 1958, D r. D o ull 
brought the disturbing information tha t he 
had been given notice by the Board of Trust
ees of the LWM that after March 31 , 1959, 
the LWM could no longer meet the deficit of 
the J OURNAL. At that time it was estimated 
that the deficit spending amounted to 
$10,000 in actual outlay and was considera
bly more when the amount of time spent on 
the JOURNAL by regular employees of the 
L WM was taken into consideration. At the 
meeting of the Council in Tokyo , Dr. Doull 
presented a summary of the financial situa
tion of the J OURNAL in which he recalled the 
support given by the LWM from its first vol
ume to the present time. He related that he 
had undertaken to obtain sustaining mem
bers and had succeeded in raising some
thing over $3,000. 

After being notified by the Board of Trus
tees that they could not continue supporting 
the JOURNAL after March 1959, Dr. Doull 
asked the members of the Association and 
readers of the JOURNAL for suggestions. The 
members expressed great appreciation for 
the JOURNAL. The most specific recommen
dation was to raise the membership fee from 
$7 .00 to $10.00. The Council raised the fee 
to $10.00. The Board of Trustees then agreed 
to continue supporting the JOURNAL for Vol
ume 27, 1959, but limited its support to 
$5 ,000. On returning to Washington Dr. 
Doull presented to the staff of the I nterna
tional Cooperation Administration of the 
U.S.A. the importance of the INTERNATIONAL 
JOURNAL OF LEPROSY to leprologists in the 
developing countries of the world. As a re
sult, this agency of the U.S . Government 
signed a contract with the Leonard Wood 
Memorial to pay the subscriptions of ap
proximately 300 copies to be sent to selected 
individuals or institutions in Africa. This 
arrangement continued with the lnterna-

tio na l Coopera tion Administra tion for three 
years , giving g reat ass ista nce to the fina nces 
of the IJL, thereby ena bling the LWM to 
continue for a few more years its suppo rt. 

The fina ncia l burden of the J OU RNAL, how
ever, weighed heavily on the offi cers a nd 
trustees of the LWM . In 1967, the president 
of the L W M estimated that the rea l deficit 
caused by the J OURNA L was a pprox imately 
$ 19,000. With the Board of Trustees of the 
Memoria l fac ing la rge a nnua l deficits in at
tempting to continue the M emoria l' s re
search programs, one can understand its 
relucta nce to increase its own defi cit by con
tinuing the J OURNAL. 

The Council of the ILA , meeting in Lo n
do n in September 1968, appo inted a finan
cia l committee to exercise financial over
sight over the affa irs of the Associa tio n, 
especially of the J OURNAL. The committee 
was composed of Drs. Convit, Rees, and 
Binford (Chairman) , with Dr. L.ong, Editor, 
ex-offici o. 

The committee in submitting a report to 
the C ouncil o n 18 September 1968 began 
by sta ting: 

. .. tha t ever since publication in 1933, o f 
the first vo lume o f the INTERNATIONAL J OUR
NAL OF LEPROSY, the officia l publicati o n o f 
the ILA, the Leonard W ood M emorial 
(LWM) has supported THE J OURNA L by pro
viding edito rial service a nd meeting its a n
nua l deficit. This a rra ngement, a lthough it 
has mad e poss ible continuatio n of THE 
J OURNAL on an esta blished basis of four is
sues, constituting o ne volume per yea r, has 
been fi scally unsatisfactory in tha t, o n the 
one ha nd , the ILA, actua l owner of T HE 
J OURNA L has not been in a position to ma n
age its fina nces adequately, and , o n the 
other ha nd , the L WM could not fo resee, in 
a tim e of co ntinuing cost increa se, the s ize 
of the deficit it would be ex pected to meet 
in any given year. 

The committee proposed that, on the com
pletion of Volume 36, the open-end support 
of the JOURNAL by the L WM be terminated 
and that the ILA assume full responsibility 
for the fi scal administration of the J OURNAL. 
In accepting the committee's report, the 
Council realized that for the calendar year 
1969, in order to maintain the size and qual
ity of the J OURNAL, it would have to assume 
an estimated deficit of at least $17,000 by 
soliciting grants from organizations that 
were supporting leprosy work. 
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On I January 1969, the fi sca l responsibil
ities of the JOURNA L were assumed by the 
Association. The details of fiscal manage
ment became the direct responsibility of the 
Business Office which continued in space 
provided in the Office of the Medical Di
rector, LWM , Washington, D .C. 

The JOURNAL was incorporated in the Dis
trict of Columbia, U.S.A. as a tax-free or
ganization. The Board of Directors consisted 
of Dr: Jacinto Convit, Pres ident, Dr. 
R. J. W. Rees , Vice President, Dr. Stanley 
Browne, Secretary-Treasurer, E. R. Long, 
member, and Chapman H. Binford, Execu
tive Officer. M iss Delta Derrom was a p
pointed assistant treasurer. 

The Board of Trustees of the LWM , un
doubtedly relieved that after 36 years of the 
unsatisfactory open-end support of the an
nual deficit, made a grant of $8,000 to the 
JOURNAL for the calendar year of 1969. The 
American Leprosy Missions, which through 
the L W M had previously contributed to the 
support of the JOURNAL, gave a grant of 
$5 ,000. On special appeal members of the 
(LA personally contributed more than 
$4,000. With the addition of contributions 
from sustaining members and other grant
ors, the JOURNAL ended its first year of direct 
fiscal management without a deficit. With 
continuing support of grantors, sustaining 
members and special contributions from 
ILA members, the JOURNAL has been able to 
continue in spite of considerable increase in 

. publication costs due to inflation. 

The LWM , which had met the annual defi
cit of the JOURNAL from its beginning in 1933 
through 1968 and had supported the JOUR
NAL by annual grants of $8,000 after the ILA 
assumed fiscal management, terminated its 
support on I July 1972. Fortunately, 
through the generous support of the Ameri
can Leprosy Missions, the German Leprosy 
Relief Organization (DAHW), other grant
ors, sustaining members, and the special 
contributions from members of the ILA, 
publication of this important scientific jour
nal has continued. In January of 1974, the 
Lani Booth Estate in Honolulu, Hawaii , 
made a grant of $5,000. The Japanese Phar
maceutical Association demonstrating the 
great interest of the Japanese in leprosy re
search, provided a grant of 500,000 yen (ap
proximately $1,600). 

EDITORIAL OFFICE ESTABLISHED 
IN HONOLULU 

Effective I January 1969, the Editorial 
Office was moved to Honolulu, where Dr. 
Skinsnes vigorously and enthusiastically 
began his work as editor, a position which 
he has carried in addition to a full professor
ship in pathology, a large research program, 
commitments on NIH research committees 
and other professional duties that required 
his absence from Hawaii. However, in spite 
of this large load he has been able to main
tain the quality of the JOURNAL that was 
established in 1933 by Dr. Wade and main
tained so well by Dr. Long. 

After 13 years of dedicated service to the 
JOURNAL, Miss Delta Derrom on I Septem
ber 1971 resigned as assistant editor and 
business manager. A tribute to her effective 
work with the JOURNAL was published in 
Volume 39, 1971, page 892. On her retire
ment it was necessary for the Executive Of
ficer , C. H. Binford, M.D., to assume the 
management of the JOURNAL. Fortunately, 
during the first year he had an able assistant 
in Mrs. Winfield Swanson, a graduate stu
dent in anthropology at American Univer
sity. On I July 1972, she resigned her posi
tion in order to continue on her work in 
anthropology. 

When Miss Derrom resigned as assistant 
editor, Mr. John Ferguson III, the president 
of the Monumental Printing C.o., Baltimore, 
which had printed the JOURNAL since 1958, 
agreed to carry out personally all the details 
of preparation that Miss Derrom previously 
had done so well. These included copy 
preparation, design of illustrations, and 
pasting up of the dummy. His sympathetic 
handling of these details made it possible 
for the JOURNAL to continue without inter
ruption. 

On I July 1972, Dr. Binford resigned his 
position as medical director of the LWM. 
He continued his research program at the 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology. This 
required transferring the Business Office of 
the JOURNAL from the LWM office to another 
location. As an interim measure the admin
istration of the Armed Forces Institute of 
Pathology permitted him to move the Busi
ness Office and the back files of the JOUR
NAL to the AFIP. 

When the Business Office was moved, 
Mrs. Hella Meivers, who had been the sec-
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retary to the medical director of the LWM 
for nine years, transferred to the A F I P 
where, in addition to other duties, she car
ried on the work as assistant to the business 
manager of the JOURNAL. She and her hus
band, Mr. Rudolf Meivers, designed an at
tractive informational exhibit on the history 
and accomplishments of the INTERNATIONAL 
JOURNAL OF LEPROSY during the 40 years of 
its existence. This exhibit was prepared by 
the Scientific Illustration Division of the 
AFIP. In August 1973, Mr. and Mrs. Mei
vers went to Bergen at their own expense 
to display the exhibit and promote the JOUR
NAL among the members of the Tenth Inter
national Leprosy Congress. 

During the Tenth International Leprosy 
Congress meeting in Bergen in August 
1973, Binford resigned as executive officer 
and business manager of the JOURNAL. The 
Council appointed Dr. Oliver W. Hasselblad, 
President of American Leprosy Missions 
to replace him. Dr. Hasselblad graciously 
accepted the appointment. 

On the first of January 1974, the Business 
Office of the JOURNAL and back files were 
transferred to New York City to be under 
the management of Dr. Hasselblad. 

THE CENTENNIAL FESTSKRIFT 

In the fifth year of his first term as editor, 
Dr. Skinsnes published in Volume 41, Num
bers 2 and 3, a CENTENNIAL FEST
SKRIFT 1873-1973, that in 242 pages con
tains not only biographical sketches and 
photographs of the famous N orwegians
Hansen, Danielssen and Boeck- but also of 
81 "Contributors of the Century." In this 
Centennial Festskrift, Skinsnes compiled a 
concise record of the outstanding develop
ments in leprosy from 1500 B.c. to 1973, a 
chronology of selected books on leprosy 
beginning with Boeck and Danielssen's 
classic Atlas Colorie de Spedalskhed 1847 
and ending with the Holy Man, Father 
Damien of Molokai 1973. 

In the Festskrift he made available to the 
readers of the JOURNAL the comprehensive 
profusely illustrated chapter on "Leprosy 
and Art" by K. Gron, published in 1930 in 
Viktor Klingmuller's classic Die Lepra. 
G. K. Salisbury, University of Hawaii, and 
Skinsnes made the translation. 

In the second section of the Festskrift 
Volume 41, Number 3, the important ad-

vances in leprosy of the century are cited 
by outstanding authorities: Bechelli, con
trol; Lechat, epidemiology; Shepard , ex
perimental chemotherapy; Rees, experimen
tal leprosy; Yoshie, cultivation; Hasselblad, 
rehabilitation; Karat and Ramanujam, ther
apy; and Skinsnes, immunopathology. 

This Festskrift, effectively commemorat
ing the progress of the century is also a fit
ting memorial to the founders of the INTER
NATIONAL LEPROSY ASSOCIATION who 
planned the INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF LEP
ROSY in 1931 and appointed H. W. Wade as 
the first editor. 

PRINTING NOW IN HONOLULU 

The SB Printers, Inc. , Honolulu, Hawaii, 
assumed the printing of the IJL with the first 
issue of 1974, Volume 42, Number I. This 
firm is well established in Honolulu having 
a history dating back to the parent company 
which started in 1912 and the opening of a 
commercial plant in 1957. This press has the 
experience and facilities necessary for the 
production of a scientific journal. For many 
years it has printed the HA WAIl MEDICAL 
JOURNAL and periodically produces scientific 
reports for the distinguished Bishop Mu
seum, the institution that is extensively en
gaged in research related to the culture, his
tory, and anthropology of the Pacific 
Islands. 

Ms. Linda W. Peterson, who joined the 
ed itorial office of the J OURN AL in 1971 as 
secretary, has rapidly taken over the func
tions as assistant editor. Her prior world
wide travels as a former employee of an in
ternational airline and several years of living 
abroad have proved to be a highly valuable 
background for grasping the geographical 
background and conditions for the problems 
of leprosy and in working out the logistics 
related to JOURNAL distribution. Since the 
publication of the JOURNAL was moved to 
Hawaii, this knowledge has become of in
creasing importance and meticulous files are 
now being established which relate to JOUR
NAL distribution, biographical data of lep
rosy workers worldwide, and the accumula
tion of historical records relating to this 
disease. 

CUMULATIVE INDEX 1933-1973 

Beginning with Volume I in 1933, the 
JOURNAL, by the publication of original arti-
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cles, reprinting selected articles and carry
ing abstracts of selected articles published 
elsewhere, has made continuous comprehen
sive coverage of the world's scientific litera
ture on leprosy. In order to make this vast 
storehouse of scientific reports on leprosy 
readily available, Dr. Skinsnes with the as
sistance of his staff undertook the tedious 
task of preparing a cumulative index of the 
first 40 volumes. This is now in manuscript 
form . When published , this index will be 
approximately the size of an annual volume 
of the JOURNAL. Already he has found this 
index of great assistance in his scientific and 
editorial work. When a sponsor or sponsors 
are found to meet the considerable cost of 
publication, Dr. Skinsnes will make this in
valuable index available to readers of the 
JOURNAL and libraries around the world . 

The members of the INTERNATIONAL LEP
ROSY ASSOCIATION can be justly proud that 
their JOURNAL has achieved distinction by 
recording over a period of four decades the 
scientific and social advances made toward 
the solution of some of the problems of this 
baffling disease which still, a century after 
Hansen, defies eradication. 

- Chapman H. Binford, M.D. 
Honorary Vice-President, lLA 
Ar'med Forces Institute of Pathology 
Washington, D .C. 

Grateful recognition is expressed for the as
sistance and advice given by the following mem
bers of the ILA: Drs. S. G . Browne, J. Convit, 
J. H. Hanks, O . W. Hasselblad , E. R. Long, and 
O. K. Skinsnes. 
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