
I NTENN/\ n ONA /. J (H INN A t OF I.cprosy Volume 4.1 . Numhcr 2 
Prill!erl i ll I I/{' U S. / 1. 

OBITUARIES 

Arthur Ruscoe Davison, M.R.C.S. IEng.l, L.R.C.P. ILond.! 
1901-1974 

Dr. Davison died on 18 October 1974 at 
the age of 73 years. He was born 16 March 
190 I in Queenstown , South Africa, attended 
Rondebosch Boys' High School and the Uni
versity of Cape Town, and then furthered his 
studies in London . 

In 1926 he was appointed medical officer 
at the Robben Island Leprosy Institution. 
Thereafter he became medical officer at the 
leprosy in stitution at Emjanyana in the 
Transkei , where he worked for 13 years. In 
1939 he became medical superintendent of 
the Westfort Leprosy Institution in Pretoria, 
where he remained for 25 years until his re
tirement to Durban in 1964. After his retire
ment he was appointed in 1969 as part-time 
district surgeon in Durban and served locum 
tenens at Amatikulu Leper Institute until 
1973. 

Dr. Davison devoted his life to work in 
leprosy and was a well-known leprologist. 

He attended the international congresses on 
leprosy in Madrid , Cuba and Japan and vis
ited leprosy institutions in South America as 
well. He served as a consultant to the Leon
ard Wood Memorial , U.S.A., a s an Interna
tional Leprosy Association Councillor from 
South Africa for 15 years, and as a contrib
uting editor to the IJL. He authored approxi
mately 40 publication s in various leprosy 
journals, beginning with "Leprosy of the 
Scalp" in 1926. 

He was privileged to see the introduction 
of sulfone treatment which was first used in 
1943 and which changed the institutions in 
his area from places of desolation to places 
of hope. Dr. Davison will especially be re
membered for his great kindness and for the 
wonderful sense of humor that meant so 
much to his patients during his 39 years of 
devoted service to them.- (Partially ab
stractedfrom S. Afr. Med . J. 48 [1974] 2608) 

Nelson Souza Campos, M.D. 
1900-1973 

Lauro de Souza lima, M.D. 
1903-1973 

I n the course of one year Brazil lost two 
outstanding leprologists who had attained 
the highest post in the former Departamento 
de Profilaxia da Lepra of the State of Sao 
Paulo and who had gained high international 
prestige. They were very close friends and 
worked together in various studies, co-au
thored many publications, and their lives 
were interlinked until their deaths. These 
are reasons for presenting their activities 
and contributions in the same obituary. 

Both doctors initiated their careers in 1928 
working in a regional di s pensary. A few 
years later, Souza Campos was transferred 
to the headquarters of the Department of 
Leprosy, Sao Paulo, while Souza Lima was 
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appointed director of the Sanatorio Padre 
Bento (Guarulhos, Sao Paulo). Souza Cam
pos was nominated vice-director of the lep
rosy department in 1935 and director in 
1945; Souza Lima assumed the latter post a 
few years later. 

In 1933, when in my sixth year of medical 
training, I began my leprosy training at the 
Sanatorio Padre Bento while Souza Lima 
was director of the institution and his re
search in leprosy was well known. In spite 
of the rigidity of the control measures at that 
time recommended by the international con
gresses and conferences he did his best to 
attenuate them and to raise the morale of 
the patients through his kindness and friend-
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liness. Li ttle by little he assembled a group 
of physicians int e res ted in resea rch, some 
who la ter beca me distinguished leprologists 
ma king important sc ientific contributions. 

It was a t the Sa na to ri o Padre Bento, in 
1933, that the Sociedade Paulista de Lepro
logia was fo und ed a nd beca me the stepping 
stone for the school of leprology of Sao Pau
lo which became known by its achievements. 
Dr. Fra ncisco Sa lles Gomes, Jr. was the di
rector of the depa rtment of leprosy, a most 
co mp ete nt publ ic hea lth specia li st a nd ad
ministrator, energe tic a nd with a strong de
termination to control leprosy . Control and 
resea rch were underta ken with grea t enthu
sias m for a bout 20 yea rs a nd the depa rtment 
of leprosy a nd the school of leprology of Sao 
Pa ul o passed through a gold en phase with 
a n active resea rch a nd co ntrol prog ram. The 
REV ISTA BR AS ILEIR A DE LEPROLOGIA (ini
tia lly Rev ista Pa uli sta de Lepro log ia) be
ca me one of the more imp o rt a nt le prosy 
j ournals. In addition to mo nthl y meetings, 
a n a nnual meeting was also held a t which 
grea t numbers of papers were reported on 
va rious as pects of leprosy problems which 
were regula rly published in a specia l number 
of the REV ISTA . Th e wo rk ers o f thi s re
markable period were Sa lles Gomes, Souza 
Campos and Souza Lima, ass isted by many 
young leprologists wh o gradually beca me in
ternationally kn own despite the fac t th a t 
they had to ove rcome the difficult ba rrier of 
writing in the Portuguese la nguage. In o rd er 
to avo id the inju s tice of a few o mi ss io ns I 
won't me nti o n a ll the na mes as the list is 
quite lengthy. The crea tion and development 
of an exce llent library (Bibli oteca do Depar
tamento de Profilaxia da Lepra) under the 
directorship of Mrs. Luiza Keffer played an 
important role in the progress of leprosy re
search. Dr. Ernani Agricola, then director 
of the Na t iona l Lepr osy Service (S.N.L.) , 
greatly stimulated the writing of a trea ti se 
on leprosy and ma ny monographs. 

Drs. Souza Campos a nd Souza Lima con-
/' ducted many important studies: the form er 

on clinical aspects, immunology, epidemiol
ogy and control; and the la tt e r on clinical 
aspects and th e rapy . Thro ugh their work 
they provided a n importa nt base for the es
tablishment of a new c la ss ifica ti o n which 
was graduall y d eve lo ped by leprologists 
from Brazil and Argentina (Ra bello, Ferna n
dez, Schujm a n, Aguiar Pupo, Baso mbrio 
and others). This class ification was accepted 

by the Pa namerica n Confere nce of Leprosy 
(Rio de Janeiro , 1946) a nd two years later by 
the Fifth In te rnationa l Le prosy Co ngress 
(Hava na, 1948). 

Among Dr. So uza Ca mp os' publ ica ti ons 
the following cr'eserve special mention: 

1. Tuberculoid leprosy: clinical as pec t s, 
epidemiology a nd control, pa rticularly 
the forms observed in child ren. 

2. Mi!suda's reacti on. 
3. BCG vaccination a nd conversion of the 

le pro m in reaction. I mmun o-a ll e rg ic 
co rrela tion between tuberc ul os is and 
leprosy ( 19 pa pers were publ ished on 
this subject in co lla bora ti on with Ro
semberg and Aun). 

4. Epidemio logy and contro l. 
Almost a ll his pa pe rs we re published in 

the REV ISTA BR AS ILE IRA DE LEPROLOG IA. 
He also published several monogra phs: 

1. Diagn6stico cllnico, labo ratorial e bio
Idg ico, with L. Souza Lim a. In: T ra
tado de Lepro log ia , Rio de Ja neiro, 
S.N.L., 1944, vo l. 3. 

2. Epid e mi o log ia e profilax ia da lepra, 
with L. M. Bechelli a nd A. Rotberg. In : 
T ratado de Leprologia , Rio de J anei ro, 
S.N. L. , 1944, vo l. 5. 

3. Sintomatologia nervosa da lepra, with 
L. M. Bechelli , Rio de J a neiro, S.N. L. , 
1946, 193 pp. 

4. Organizac;ao e funcionamento de pre
ventdrios, with L. M. Bechelli , Rio de 
Ja neiro, S.N.L. , 1948, 128 pp. 

5. Lepra na in fa ncia, with L. Souza Lima, 
Rio de J aneiro, 1950, 201 pp . 

6. S o bre casos de lepra co m evoluc;ao 
a nomala, with L. So uza Lima, Rio de 
J aneiro, S.N. L. , 1950, 120 pp . 

These monographs received the first prize 
in contests prom o ted by the National Ser
vice of Leprosy . 

One of the most importa nt contributions 
of Souza Lima was the monogra ph on " un
characteristic (indeterminate) leprosy," pub
lished in 1941 in co lla borati on with F. Ala
yon. This form of leprosy was studied under 
its clinical , hi st o pa th o lo gi c, immunologic 
and evolutive aspects and is, in my opinion, 
the most co mpl ete and profound stud y on 
the subj ec t. I do not believe I am exagger
ating in con sid e rin g it as a ma ste rpi ece, 
though unfortunately it is inaccess ible to the 
majority of leprologists because it was pub
lished in Portuguese. 

Souza Lima tried severa l drugs for leprosy 
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trea tm ent a nd lepr a reac ti o n a nd was in 
c harge of the dru g tri a ls in Braz il fo r th e 
WHO coo rdina ted studies. 'In 1937 he pub
lished a mo nogra ph on thera py, go ing into 
g rea t deta il rega rdin g the c h a ulm oog ra 
drugs which were then used as the med ica
ments of choice. When sulfones were intro
duced fo r the trea tment of leprosy by Faget 
and co-workers (Carville, 1943), the Sana
to rio Padre Bento th ro ugh Souza Lima a nd 
co lla bora to rs beca me one of the mos t impor
ta nt centers for stud ying promin a nd other 
derivatives of DDS. Due to the exce ll e nt 
studies re p o rt ed a nd ex pe ri e n ces ga ined, 
So uza Lima was oft en des igna ted as cha ir
ma n of thera py committees a t the interna
tiona l congresses a nd co nferences. With P. 
Rath de Souza he described , in lepromatous 
patients under sulfone treatment , the clini
cal , immuno lo g ic a nd hi s t o p a tholo g ic as
pects o f a peculia r reactio n, simila r to tha t 
obse rved in tub e rc ul oi d pa ti e nt s. They 
na med it " pseud o-exacerba tion" ( Havana, 
1948), which was ma ny yea rs la ter described 
as " reverse reaction ." With Dr. Opromola 
he was the first to try rifa m yc in fo r trea t
ment of leprosy. T ogether they studied the 
thera peutic effect of several a ntibiotics. 

With S ou za Campos he wrot e seve ra l 

monogra phs a lrea dy mentioned, as well as 
a book titled Lepra Tuberculoide (Sao Pa u
lo, Renascenca, 1947, 298 pp), a nd with F. 
Ma ura no the monogra ph " R ea~ao leprotica" 
(Ri o d e J a n e iro, S.N . L. , 1949). H e was 
awa rded severa l prizes. 

Drs. Souza Campos a nd Souza Lima each 
served as pres id ent of the Sociedade Pa ulis
ta de Leprol og ia, a nd the fo rmer for ma ny 
yea rs edit o r o f th e REv IsTA BR AS ILE IR A 
DE LEPR OLOGIA. Bo th we re members of the 
pa nel of ex perts on leprosy fo r WHO a nd in 
1952 they attend ed the fir st WHO Ex pert 
Co mmitt ee on Le prosy ( Ri o d e J a ne ir o, 
1952) . 

After their re tire m ent fr o m the Depa rt
ment o f Le prosy both wor ked fo r the Pa n 
American Hea lth Orga niza ti on, Pa n A mer
ica n Sanita ry Bureau, WHO Regiona l Office 
(Souza Campos in Colombia, a nd Souza Li
ma in Paraguay a nd Centra l America with 
headqua rters in Mexico) . 

During the last fe w yea rs o f their lives, 
their acti vities in leprosy work almost com
pletely ceased , nevertheless their depa rture 
from life has deprived ma ny lepro logists a nd 
their country of their profound knowledge 
a nd experi ences. . 

- LUIZ M ARI NO BEC HELLI 




