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NEWS and NOTES 
This department furnishes information concerning institutions, organizations, 

and individuals engaged in work on leprosy and other mycobacterial diseases, and 
makes note of scientific meetings and other matters of interest. 

Brazil. New leprosy periodical published 
in Bra zil. H ANSENOLOG IA INTE RNATIONA LI S, 
which supersedes R EV ISTA BR AS ILE IR A DE 
LEPR OLOG IA (1933- 1970), has been a pproved 
fo r publica tio n by the Secreta ry o f Hea lth o f 
the S ta te of Sao Pa ul o, Brazil. The new pe ri 
odica l will publish o ri gina l a nd reprinted ar
ticles, reports of a na to mic-clinical sess io ns, 
iconogra phic documents, letters, news, a nd 
othe r leprosy-rela ted ma teri a l. Abstracts will 
continue to be published in "Ha nsenias is: 
Abstracts a nd News. " 

Vo lume I will have two issues a nd is ex 
pected to appear in print by the end o f 1975. 
As a new service of the G ove rnment o f the 
S ta te of Sao Paul o, a ll issues will be sent to 
in stituti o n s a nd leprosy wo rk e rs upo n re
qu es t , as we ll as to th ose a lrea d y o n the 
mailing list o f " Ha nseniasis: Abstrac ts a nd 
News. " Drs. Ca ssio Marco ndes de Carvalh o, 
Joao d e Aguiar Pupo, Fra ncisco Ra bello a nd 
A. Rotberg will be editor, scientific director, 
head of the scientific council , and redactor
in-chief, respecti ve ly, of the new pe riodical. 
It is ho ped that a productive relationship can 
be esta blished between leprosy worke rs a nd 
those organiza tions engaged in the e ra dica
tion of leprosy a nd this periodical. - (Adapled 
from letter from Dr. A . R otberg) 

England. LEPRA film wins award. L E P
RA's new film "Leprosy" has won a Sil ve r 
A ward in the 1974 film competitio n o rga ni
zed by the Briti s h Medical A sso ci a ti o n. 
Many high quality medica l films were pre
sented at this competition and those res po n- . 
sible for producing this splendid film a re to 
be congratulated for this hon o r. - (From 
Lepr. Rev. 46 [1975] 124) 

Mr. Colin Surman awarded prize by Roy
al Microscopical Society. M r. S urma n of the 
photographic section of the department of 
human ana tomy a t O xford recently rece ived 
a prize by the RMS for hi s colo r micrograph 
of crys ta ls of B663 . These were photo
graphed against dark fie ld illuminations on 
a Leitz Orthoplan, using Kodak 2483 film, 
35 mm, a s a preliminary to studies on the re-
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mark a bl e accumula tio n o f thi s drug in th e 
cytoplas m of macro phages in the liv ing a ni
mal. - ( From Lepr. Rev. 46 [1975] 124) 

India. Greater Calcutta Leprosy Treat
ment & Health Education Scheme ( G R E
CA LTES). GR EC ALTE S, a vo lunta ry a nd 
c ha rit a bl e o rga niza tio n, pr o m o tes publi c 
hea lth thro ugh the control o f leprosy a nd has 
ad opted a pla n o f wo rk simila r to tha t of the 
Na tiona l Leprosy Co ntro l Progra m o f India . 

The scheme ope ra tes under the adviso ry 
support of a loca l co mmittee composed o f 
eminent citizens representing diffe rent pro
fessio ns. This body is registe red under the 
Societies Registra tio n Act 1961 of West Be n
ga l, a nd has as it s spo nso r the internatio na l 
o rganiza tio n "Germa n Leprosy Re lie f Asso
c ia tio n." 

GREC AL TES .ope ra tes a long three ma in 
lines: I) tracing o f all leprosy cases especia l
ly the ea rly ones thro ugh simple exa minatio n 
of the population scho olchildren, Bustee (a 
small village) dwelle rs a nd the gene ra l popu
la tion; 2) treating a ll leprosy cases in outpa
tient clinics in each ward administering free 
treatment ; 3) teaching people a bout the facts 
of leprosy a nd the prospects of it s co ntro l re
lating principles of hygiene, di et, nutrition , 
fa mil y pl a nnin g a nd sa nit a ti o n . G R E
CALTES is seeking the cooperati on of th e 
community and its leaders to prom ote con
structive public health work a nd to obtain 
consolida tion o f a so und urban leprosy co n
tro l pla n in Greate r Calcutta . Fo r more infor
mation o n GR ECAL TES please address a ll 
co rres p o nd e nce to the Pr oj ect Direct o r, 
14 / 2A Broa d S treet. Ca lcutta -I 9, India .
(Issued by and adapted from Project Direc
tor Letter, GR ECAL T ES, May 1975) 

Jamaica. Dr. Oli ver W. Hasselblad ap
pointed leprosy officer in Jamaica. As o f I 
September Dr. Hasse lblad assumes his ne w 
appointment a s Specialist Leprosy O ffi ce r of 
the Ministry of Hea lth a nd Environmental 
Contro l in J a ma ica, W est Indies. 

Aft e r hi s retirement in 1974 a s president 
of America n Leprosy Missio ns Dr. Hassel-
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blad continued to serve as medica l consul
tant to ALM, In thi s capacity he m a d e in
depth sur veys of the leprosy pr o bl e m in 
Guyana a nd in South India, Dr. Hasselblad 
will be working in close colla bora tion with 
the Pa n American Hea lth Organization 
where there will be ma ny opportunities to 
participate in seminars and provide consul
tative se rvices in the Caribbean a nd Centra l 
and South America, He has in the pas t 15 
yea rs become kn own worldwide for his co n
tributi o n s to leprosy control a nd ha s re
ceived ma ny honors including the Da mien
Dutton Award for 1975 ,- (From ALM Bull. , 
Fall 1975) 

Hansen Hom e, Spanish Town, Jamai ca 
slated for closing, News received of the im
pending closing of Hanse n Home is a suc
cess story very close to the aims a nd orif;ins 
of the Damien Dutton Society, whose incep
tion dates back to the visits to the leprosari
um by American G,!,'s s tationed in the 
Caribbean area during the wa r yea rs, 

Hansen Home, established by the govern
ment at the turn of the century when leprosy 
was reaching epidemic proportions, was con
fided in 1940 to the direction of the Marist 
Missionary Sisters who brought sister-d oc
tors, nurses and social workers to the project 
Shortly thereafter a mobile clinic was estab
lished bringing early detection and trea tment 
into the outlying endemic areas, 

Today, the patient roster which once taxed 
the capacity of the 200-bed facilit y, has been 
reduced to a mere 20, who will now be cared 
for in normal medical and socia l units of the 
general public, as a further step in the effort 
to educate society to a better understanding 
and more humane attitude towa rds the prob
lems of lep rosy .- (A dapted from Damie n 
Dutton Call, Summer 1975) 

U.S.A. American Leprosy Missions issues 
new twice-a-year publication The first iss ue 
entitled "America n Leprosy Miss ions Bulle
tin" recently appeared as the Fall 1975 issue. 
Through thi s publicati on devo ted not only to 
the new s of ALM overseas progra ms, pa
tients se rved by A LM services a nd workers 
supported by ALM , it is hoped that the read
ers will have a g rea ter sense of sharin g in 
ALM's common ca use, Beca use ALM is 
closely involved in the many advances ta king
place in the prog ress of leprosy patients 
worldwid e a nd in resea rch , thi s bull e tin is 
o bliged to keep those interested supporters 

better info rmed about the exci t ing changes 
ta king place as a result of their assis ta nce ,
(Adapted./i'om ALM Bull. , Fa ll 1975) 

Dr, John R, Trautman revises rules and 
regulations concerning Carville, Through the 
effo rts of Dr. Trautman , Directo r, US Public 
Hea lth Service Hospita l at Carville, new US 
Public Health Service offi cia l rules a nd regu
la t io ns rela ting to leprosy have been issued. 
They are as fo ll ows, 

Persons With Hansen's Disease 
Admissio n to Service facilities, Any per

son with H a nse n' s di sease who prese nt s 
himself for care or trea tment o r who is re 
ferred to the Service by the proper hea lth 
a uthority of a ny State, Territory, or District 
of Columbia sha ll be rece ived into the Ser
vice hospita l at Carville, Louisia na, o r into 
any other hospita l of the Service which has 
been des igna ted by the Secretary as b e ing 
suitable for the accommodation of persons 
with Ha nsen' s di sease, 

Confirmation of diagnos is. At the ea rli est 
practica ble da te, a ft er the a rri va l of a pa tient 
at the Service hospital at Ca rville, Louisia na , 
or a t a nother ho s pita l o f th e Service the 
medica l sta ff sha ll confirm o r disprove the 
diagnosis of Ha n se n's disease, If the diag
nosis of Hansen's di sease is confirmed , the 
patient shall be provided appropriate inpa
ti ent o r outpatient trea tment. If the diagno
sis is not confirmed, the patient shall be dis
cha rged , 

Exa minati on a nd trea tment Patients will 
be provid ed necessa ry clinical exam inati ons 
which may be required for the diagnos is o f 
prim ary seconda ry conditions, a nd such 
trea tment as may be presc ribed, 

Discharge, Patients with Ha nsen's disease 
will be di sc ha rged when, in the o pinion of 
the medical staff of the hospita l, o ptimum 
hospital benefit s have been rece ived , 

Notification to hea lth authorities regard
ing di scharged pa ti ents. Upon the di scha rge 
of a pa ti e nt the m edi ca l officer in charge 
shall give notifica tio n of such di scha rge t o 
the appropriate hea lth o ffi ce r o f the State, 
Territory, or o ther jurisdiction in which the 
di scha rged pa tient is to res ide. The noti fica
tion shall a lso set fo rth the clinical findings 
a nd other esse nti a l facts necessa r y to be 
known by the hea lth o fficer rela ti ve to su c h 
di scha rged pa tient. - (From The STA R 34, 
No , 6 [1975] I) 

Mr, Ackley reports need fo r paramedical 
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training in Africa. Mr. Roger Ackley, presi
dent of ALM, recently returned from a tour 
of American Leprosy Missions-supported 
work in Africa . In a two and a half month 
survey thi s past summer he visited so me 20 
leprosy programs, both mission and govern
ment , in Liberia , Nigeria, Cameroun, Ango
la , Zaire, Mozambique, Malawi , Tanzania 
and Ethiopia. During his tour he discussed 
upgrading present leprosy work and extend
ing village control programs with mission 
officials, government health ministers and 
heads of related agencies. Mr. Ackley feels 
that one of the greatest needs in the leprosy 
programs of most African countries is for 
more training of paramedical workers. ALM 
is prepared to assist in upgrading leprosy 
work and medical programs by providing 
materials about leprosy in the context of a 
total health program, and in the dissemina
tion of information on new trends in the 
management of the disea se. He reported 
that leprosy work in Angola and Mozam
bique, where Portuguese oppression has pro
hibited the training of personnel, has not 
kept up with the development in other coun
tries. There is urgent need for reconstructive 
surgery, prostheses and special footwear in 
these countries. Mr. Ackley stated that "We 
must be ready to accept the fact that medical 
programs will be taken over increasingly by 
governments. It is up to us to see that the 
level and quality of leprosy work be ade
quate to meet the needs."- (Adapted from 
A LM Bull. Fall 1975) 

Mr. Howard E. Crouch receives 1975 
Modern Samaritan A ward. Mr. Crouch, 
Founder and President , Damien Dutton So
ciety, was cited for his dedication and efforts 
to help victims of leprosy throughout the 
world and "as one whose compassionate con
cern and courageous example heals the lives 
of others." The Alexian Brothers who present 
the award, date back to the 14th century and 
are outstanding in the United States for their 
profes sio nal and apostolic services to the 
sick, in nursing, physiotherapy, counseling 
and , in recent yea rs, s pecialized care and 
therapy for alcoholics. - ( From Damien Dut
ton Call , Summer 1975) 

Mr. Thomas H. Rickman. Jr. ret ires from 
staff of Carville. Mr. Rickman of Chicago, 
Illinois first reported for duty at the USPHS 
Ho s pital in Carville on I September 1948. 
He came to Carville from the University of 

Minneso ta where he was assistant professo r 
of recreation to assume his new position of 
Director of Community Activities. When he 
arrived the institution was a barbed-wire en
clave which physically restrained patients, 
quite a number of whom were dispirited and 
apathetic. He now retires from an institution 
which is a bustling, dynamic hospital where 
a gratifying percentage of patients lead full 
to near normal lives and actually do, to use 
one of his favorite expressions, "make time 
live not just kill it." As he retires he can look 
back over many productive years in which 
his efforts on behalf of the patients have 
played a considerable role in achieving this 
change. - (Adaptedfrom The STAR 34, No. 
6 [1975] 2-3) 

The Victor Heiser A wards for Research 
in Leprosy. Two categories of awards are 
available: I) Postdoctoral Research Fellow
ships requiring candidates to have a Ph.D. 
or M.D. degree and to be at the beginning 
or early stage of postdoctoral training in a 
field of basic biomedical science directly re
lated to leprosy. Up to two years of support 
will be provided at stipend levels between 
$10,000 and $14,000 per annum. 2) Visiting 
Research Awards requiring that applicants 
be established investigators in leprosy wish
ing to carry out a specific project at a dis
tant institution. Per diem and travel support 
will be provided for up to six months of col
laborative research . 

The deadline for receipt of all applications 
is I February 1976. Further instructions and 
information may be requested from Ms. 
Caroline R. Stanwood, Director, Heiser Fel
lowship Program for Research in Leprosy, 
1230 York Avenue, New York, New York 
10021. - C. R. Stanwood 

World Leprosy Day. American Leprosy 
Missions is launching a vigorous campaign 
to enlist the cooperation of U.S. churches in 
the 23rd annual observance of World Leprosy 
Day on 25 January 1976. A LM is the Amer
ican sponsor for this observance. To aid 
churches in the preparation' of special ser
vices, ALM has prepared a kit of program 
materials, including a wall poster, sermon 
material , Bible study, suggested Scriptures, 
bulletin insert, facts about leprosy and 
Christian leprosy work around the world. 
The kit may be obtained free of charge by 
writing to American Leprosy Missions. 
(Adapted from ALM Bull. , Fall 1975) 
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