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t/ EFF ECT OF I ~ I FAMP 1 C I N FOR LEPROSY: COMPARATIV E STUDY WI 'I'll 
SEVE I~A L DOSES AN DI T NT EI~VA LS OF Af)MrNISTRATlON 

Mas as hi Na mb aa and Se j go Ha zama h 
a 

Na ti ona l rn s titute f or Leprosy Rescurch 
bNa tionu l Sa na t orium Tama Zens ho-en 

Among antil epro sy dru gs now ava il abl e , RFP i s th e mo s t e f fec tiv e one 
c linica lly. We admini s t er RFP t o r e l apsed or so-called trea tment r es i s t ant 
cases onl y . 

We r epo rt ed a lrcad y that th e r e sult s obta in ed by admini s t ering drug 
two days per week in a dail y dos e of 450 mg were a lmos t equi va l ent t o th os e 
obta ined with a s i x day pe r wee k s chedul e . 

We ar c inv es ti gating a nother r eg im en with low do s age , a nd thi s i s th e 
bri ef interim r eport. 

ME'J'HOIl AND CASES 

Th e pa ti ent s a r e a ll r e lapsed despite routinc tr ea tm ent, a nd they ar e 
divid ed into three group s : A) Da il y do sage of ISO mg , 6/wee k, 10 cases . 
8) Dail y dosage of ISO mg , 3/week, 12 cas es . C) Daily do sage of I SO mg , 
2/wee k, 8 cases . 

Th e du ra ti on of tr ea tm ent was di s tributed be tween s i x month s and f our­
t een month s and in a ll in s t ances one of th e s ul f ones , e iba 1906 or 8663 , 
wer e adm i ni s t er ed a t th e same tim e . 

RESULTS 

1. Th e c l i nical improvement in Group A was th e same as tha t obtai ned by 
da il y dosage of 450 mg s i x days or two days a wee k . In four pa ti ent s of Group 
A, th e effec t was mark ed. 

2 . Th e effec t in Groups 8 and C was fairl y good , but it was a l itt l e in­
f erior to Group A. Comp l ica tion s suc h as ENL or iriti s wer e f ar mor e mi ld in 
Groups 8 a nd C, however. 

3. Th e f a ll in MI wa s good in a l l g roup s , and r eached a va lue of l ess 
than 5% within three month s . 

4. Th er e wer e no r emarkabl e s id e effec t s c l ini cal l y and no a ll er gi c symp­
t oms wer e observ ed. 

S . Th e r esu lt s obta ined with a da il y do sage of ISO mg s i x da ys a wee k wer e 
f a irl y good, a nd the ENL was mild. In a low dosage r eg ime , however, we s hould 
be on the lookout for th e occurre nce of r es i s t ant cases . 

6 . Low dosage trea tment may be optimum and adequat e f or th e trea tment 
of cases wi th EN L or iriti s . 

198 




