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Obituary 

Norman Rose Sloan, AB., M.D., M.P.H. 
1902-1977 

Dr. No rma n R. Sloa n, a spec ia li st o n lep
rosy a nd fo rmer medi ca i directo r a t Ka la u
pa pa Settlement o n Molo ka i, di ed o n Mon
day , July 25th , a ft er a n extended illness. 

Dr. Sloan, who was included in the Seni or 
Disting uished Co ntributo rs of the "Centen
nia l Festskrift , I" ( IJL 41 [1 973] 185) , had a 
va ried ca ree r which sa w him work with lep
rosy patients in the Atla nt ic a nd Pac ific a nd , 
in hi s youth , wo rk as a medica i missio na ry 
in Africa. 

While serving a t Ka la upa pa fro m 1940-
1950, he witnessed the impact of the int ro
ductio n o f modern sulfo ne drugs. In 1976 
he sa id , "The sul fo ne drugs that revoluti on
ized the treatment of leprosy didn't come 
into use until 1946- a nd a li we could do for 
the patients was to treat them sympto ma tic
a lly fo r complicatio ns of the di sease." 

" I did someth ing like 80 tracheoto mies o n 
pa ti ents in who m the disease had spread 
th ro ugh the mo uth to the la rynx in the years 
befo re we sta rted using sulfo nes- a nd o nly 
had to do two more in the yea rs afterwa rd ." 

He j o ined the Hawa ii Sta te Health De
pa rtment in 1955 a nd was a key fi g ure in 

mass sc reening fo r di a betes a nd active in 
ca ncer detectio n progra ms. In 1959 he was 
na med a member of the Natio na l Ad visory 
Committee fo r the White Ho use Conference 
on Agi ng. He retired fro m the depa rtment 
in 1966. 

His work with leprosy patients began in 
1936 in the Virgin Isla nd s. Later in 195 1 he 
was a lepro logist for the South Pacific Com
mission working o n trea tment a nd preven
tio n of leprosy in the Trust Territ ory of the 
Pac ifico Fo llowing his retirement he pa rti ci
pated in a specia l study of leprosy o n Pinge
la p Isla nd , a pa rt of the T rust Territory of 
the Pac ifico 

D r. S loa n was bo rn ' in Philadelphia a nd 
g radua ted fro m the Uni ve rsity of Pennsyl
va nia a nd Ha rva rd School o f Public Health . 
Ea rly in hi s ca reer he was a Luthera n medica i 
missio na ry in Liberia fro m 1928- 1935. He a l
so conducted research activities o n the use 
a nd effectiveness of lo ng-acting sul fo nes 
( DADDS) in treatment a nd pro phylax is. 
(Ex cerp ted an d adap ted fro m HONOLULU 
A OVERTISE R, Saturday, July 30, 1977) 
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