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Argentina. The 2nd Lepr%gica/ Meeting 
of lhe Southern Cone of America was held in 
Buenos Aires on 15 July 1977. The meeting, 
sponsored by the Sociedad Argentina de 
Leprologia , was presided over by the presi
dent of the society, DL J. C. Gatti, The meet
ing was attended by leprologists from Brazil, 
Peru, Uruguay, Paraguay, Argentina and 
Spain , Among the 13 papers presented by 
leprologists from the various countries repre
sented, was a paper by DL C. M. Brusco en
titled "The Philosophic Concept That Has to 
be Applied to the Classification of Leprosy," 
and a paper by DL C. A. Consigli entitled 
"Place of the Indeterminate Group Between 
the Leprosy Types."- (Adapted from notice 
from L. M. Balina) 

England. Three new important appoint
ments decided upon at The Leprosy Mis
sion's International Council in May. DL 
V. P. Das will be retiring from his position 
as secretary for Southern Asia this year, and 
his place will be taken by DL R. H. Thangar
aj, Superintendent, Philadelphia Leprosy 
Hospital , at Salur. DL Thangaraj joined 
TLM in January 1955 after studying with the 
help of a Mission scholarship. He served first 
at Karigiri , then at Purulia, with periods of 
study overseas, finally moving to Salur 
where his father had been superintendent in 
1965. Since that time a new hospital has 
been built at Salur, and with the invaluable 
help of Mrs. Thangaraj, who is also a doctor, 
Vizianagram and Kurupam have beco me 
"satellites." Most recently, DL Thangaraj 
has been serving as the Mission's medicai 
consultant for Southern Asia and has taken a 
special interest in the new HEED develop
ment in Bangladesh. 

Taking DL Thangaraj's place as medicai 
consultant for Southern Asia is Prof. C. K. 
Job, presently professor of pathology and 
medicai superintendent at the Christian 
Medicai Center, Vellore. DL Job also studied 
with the help of a TLM scholarship, and has 
been doing important research with the help 
of the electron microscope donated by TLM 

to Vellore to mark its 90th birthday. Mrs. Job 
is in charge of a major rehabilitation project 
which is run from Vellore. 

In Southeast Asia , ML Richard McKeown 
is due to retire as field secretary at the end 
of this year , but has agreed to stay on for a 
further year to make possible a smooth tran
sition between himself and his successor, the 
Rev. R. A. Alcorn, presently the secretary of 
the New Zealand Auxiliary. ML Alcorn 
joined the Mission in 1970 after training for 
the Baptist ministry and serving as a mis
sionary in India and Pakistan . Mrs. Alcorn 
also was a missionary in Assam before her 
marriage.- (Adaptedfrom NEW DAY, Sum
mer 1977, p 12) 

Germany. Germdn Leprosy Relief Associ
ation. The German Leprosy Relief Associa
tion is one of the youngest voluntary organi
zations in the world which carne into existence 
in 1957. It was founded for the purpose of 
collecting funds from the people of the Fed
eral Republic of Germany to help the leprosy 
work being carried out by DL Feron under 
very trying conditions in Ethiopia. However, 
the encouraging results of the campaign gave 
an impetus to the founders of the Association 
to extend relief activities to other countries 
of the world where leprosy exists. 

During the last 17 years the Association's 
activities extended to more than 47 countries 
of the world, assisting more than 200 leprosy 
projects. Statistics show that the aid given by 
the German Leprosy Relief Association has 
been an advantage to approximately 500,000 
leprosy patients in Africa and Latin America. 
The activities consist of providing medicines , 
building hospitais and dispensaries , estab
Iishing schools, rehabilitation centers, agri
cultural projects and providing vehicles and 
personnel. Ali of these various activities of 
support have been made possible due to the 
generosity of hundreds of thousands of bene
factors and by contributions of 90,000 friends 
and 24,000 members. Groups, federations 
and firms, communities and municipalities 
have supported the relief measures by orga-
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nizing information and making it available. 
The press, radio and television communica
tions have made many . editions and broad
casts to help the Association in its endeavors. 
The members of the Federal Republic of 
Germany have consented eagerly to public 
collections, and on request the Ministry for 
Economic and Foreign Office has subsidized 
certain projects. The activities of the Asso
ciation have been recognized and appreci
ated by the President of the Federal Repub
lic of Ge~many as well as by many leaders of 
governments worldwide. 

The Association is a co-promoter and 
member of ILEP which was organized with 
the main purpose of coordinating the activi
ties of the member associations and also for 
technically guiding the modern approach to 
leprosy control programs. 

In 1957, the Association joined the fight 
against leprosy in India by assisting the Lep
rosy Relief Rural Center, Chettipatty, Tamil 
Nadu. During the last 17 years the number of 
hospitais, rehabilitation centers and field 
control projects supported by the Association 
increased to 78. German doctors, nurses, 
technical personnel and agricultural special
ists recruited by the Association are now 
working in many of these centers. The Asso
ciation's aid to leprosy work in India has in
creased year by year, with 10% of total 
collections going to leprosy work in India. 
During the period 1957-1974, these centers 
have been helped with a total amount of ap
proximately Rs. 36 million and now the year
Iy approximate budget to the Indian centers 
swings between 4 and 5 million rupees. 

Tamil Nadu is the main concentration area 
of leprosy activities, with a total of 30 centers 
situated in this area supported by the Asso
ciation. In 1966 a regional secretary for the 
Association was established in Madras to 
coordinate the increasing activities. 
(Adapted from NLO Newsletter, Vol. 4, Jan
uary-March 1976, p 107) 

India. MOlher Teresa, of Ca/culta, firsl 
recipient of lhe Raou/ Follereau Award for 
1977, which was crealed by Le Secours aux 
Lépreux (Cana da) Inc. The award, a 7.5 cm 
bronze medal, was presented to Mother 
Teresa in October of 1977, "in recognition of 
the total and unrelentless gift of herself to 
the poorest of the poor including thousands 
of leprosy victims."- LSL News Release 

Japan. The 28th Session of lhe WHO Re
gional Committee for the WeSlern Pacifico 
The 28th annual session of the WHO West
ern Pacific Regional Committee was held 
from 6 to 12 September 1977 at the Press 
Center Hall, Nippon Press Center, in Tokyo. 

The Japanese Government was host to the 
28th session. Sixty-four senior health offi
cials from 18 WHO member countries: Aus
tralia, China, Fiji, France, Japan, Lao Peo
ple's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, 
Portugal, Republic of Korea, Samoa, Singa
pore, Vietnam, Tonga, United Kingdom and 
United States of America, and more than 62 
observers from the United Nations and agen
cies in the UN system and from inter-govern
mental and non-governmental organizations 
in official relation with WHO attended the 
week-Iong meeting. 

Major items discussed and resolutions 
adopted in this session were as follows: re
ports on health activities in Western Pacific 
countries and the annual report of the WHO 
Regional Director, Dr. Francisco J. Dy, for 
1976-1977, on health manpower develop
ment, prevention and control of commu
nicable and noncommunicable diseases , 
regional center for environmental health 
sciences, prevention of road traffic accidents, 
drug policies and management (the topic of 
the technical presentation of the 28th Ses
sion 1977), WHO's role in the development 
and coordination of biomedical research, 
technical cooperation among developing 
countries , changing trend in training, and 
diarrheal diseases . 

A Western Pacific Regional Center for the 
promotion of environmental planning and 
applied studies was decided to be established 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia in compliance 
with the findings and recommendations on a 
feasibility study of the WHO which has been 
carried out taking into consideration the 
needs in environmental health, current re
gional and global policies, and programs of 
the Organization. 

The objectives and functions of the Center 
are: I) a) the development of national envi
ronmental policies and planning, b) the edu
cation and training of environmental man
power, c) the exchange of environmental 
information of appropriate technology in the 
field of environmental health and engineer
ing; and 2) a) to pro mote and facilitate col
laboration between environmental institu-
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tions and personnel of member states within 
the region, and b) to support the develop
ment by member states of self-reliant insti
tutions and capabilities in the field of envi
ronmental health. 

Dr. F. J. Dy, Regional Director of WHO, 
said in his annual report to WHO member 
countries in the region that health workers 
have an essential role to play at the commu
nity levei and auxiliary health workers are 
now assuming broader responsibilities and 
providing wider coverage in health care. He 
further called for more countries to make 
more efforts to train workers for primary 
health care and to develop sim pie, practical 
and easy-to-Iearn technics . 

A six-year program for health manpower 
development in the Western Pacific was 
adopted by the Regional Committee. The 
program provides the targets to be reached 
at the end of the six-year period in 1983 . 
Specific objectives of this program are 
a) manpower planning and management to 
meet the requirements of health services, 
b) promotion of training for ali categories of 
health staff, and c) educational development 
and support. The program includes strategies 
which can be employed by individual gov
ernments to improve their own health man
power. 

The Regional Advisory Committee Med
icai Research noted that four of the six 
groups of diseases (malaria, schistosomiasis, 
filariasis, trypanosomiasis, leprosy and leish
maniasis) to be considered initially under the 
special program for research and training in 
tropical diseases, were serious public health 
problems in the Western Pacific Region and 
had priority in proposed research activities. 
A subject of the WHO's role in the develop
ment and coordination of biomedical re
search was brought up for discussion. The 
recommendations are as follows: to strength
en the institute for medicai research, Kuala 
Lumpur, as a multidisciplinary WHO region
al center for research and training in tropical 
diseases; establishment of a regional multi
disciplinary research program on schistoso
miasis; and establishment of four groups of 
task force for study (for health services re
search, cardiovascular diseases, parasitic 
diseases and leprosy, and communicable dis
eases and other research areas) . 

The Regional Committee adopted a sub
ject "Diarrheal Diseases lncluding Cholera, 
Typhoid and Paratyphoid" as a topic for the 

technical presentation at its 29th sessio n in 
1978. Concerning the importance of the sub
ject due to high mortalit y and morbidity 
caused and the interrelation between diar
rheal disease and malnutrition, the Regional 
Committee f urther requested the regional 
director to intensify the WHO's efforts in 
the Western Pacific Region in the control of 
diarrheal diseases, particularly in childhood . 

It was decided that the Government of the 
Republic of the Philippines will act as host to 
the 29th session and the dates of the sess ion 
will be from 21 to 25 August 1978. 

In the afternoon of 6 September 1977, Dr. 
Halfdan T . Mahler, Director General of 
W H O presented a citation to M r. Ryoichi 
Sasakawa, President, Japan Shipbuilding 
Industry Foundation and of Sasakawa Mem
orial Health Foundation, in the presence of 
representatives and observers attending the 
28th annual session of the WHO Regional 
Committee for the Wes tern Pacifico 

The citation reads: "With brilliant imagi
nation, perceptiveness and sensitivity he has 
fostered and is fostering a multiplicity of ac
tivities directed towards the World Health 
Organization's paramount goal of the attain
ment by ali peoples of the highest possible 
levei of health , more particularly those ac
tivities concerned with Leprosy, Smallpox 
Eradication, the Expanded Programme on 
Immunization and the Special Programme 
for Research and Training in Tropical Dis
eases. His dedication to the cause of the 
World Health Organization and his extra
ordinary philanthropy must surely win for 
Mr. Sasakawa the lasting gratitude of the 
millions who stand to benefit from it through
out the world ."- (Adapted from Dr. Y. Yo
shie's report) 

The 49th General Meeting ofthe Japanese 
Lepros)' Association decided to change the 
nameofitsjournalfrom LA L EPRO tOJ APANESE 
J OURNA L OF L EPROSY. Beginning with Volume 
46, Number I, 1977, the JAPANESE JOURNAL 
OF LEPROSY will be the official na me of the 

.Japanese Leprosy Association's publication. 

Korea. The Leprosy Mission field survey 
of Republic of South Korea. South Korea has 
an area of 98,000 square kilometers , with a 
population of approximately 35 million . The 
Korean people are an ancient and homoge
neous race with descendants from the no-
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madic tribes of Mongo1ia . There is presently 
freedom of religion with 15 million Bud
dhists, 4 million Protes.tants, 200,000 Catho
lics , and several million followers of Confu
cian teaching. 

The leprosy situation stands at a preva
lence rate of approximately two per thousand 
- a total of 60,000 to 70,000 leprosy cases. 
Of these , some 35,000 have been registered . 
In 1963, changes in the law enabled and en
dorsed home treatment of patients, and the 
existing leprosy colonies gradually changed 
to rese ttÍement villages, known as farm com
munities where many of the disease-arrested 
patients are now living. There are around 87 
of these communities. From the year 1967, 
the Government launched its leprosy scheme 
of early case finding and control by means of 
mobile clinics, using paramedical workers 
attached to the Public Health Centers. 

Twenty years ago The Leprosy M ission 
began outpatient clinics in Taegu for leprosy 
patients living in their own homes. Taegu is 
the third city of the Republic of Korea and 
the capital city of the North Kyungsang 
Province. The clinics expanded into nine 
"guns" or counties of the province. In 1967 
when the Government Control Scheme was 
launched , TLM was invited to cooperate and 
be responsible for five "guns," with other 
Government and voluntary teams being re
sponsible for the other areas. In April of 
1975, two more "guns" were added. In 1962 
a hospital was built in Taegu within the com
pound of the Kyungbuk University Hospital 
and is staffed by TLM with specialist medi
cai assistance provided by the University 
Hospital. A weekly leprosy clinic is held in 
the hospital for patients from Taegu and sur
rounding areas. In 1976 a general skin clinic 
was opened in premises reconstructed from 
the previous TLM office and stores at Sung 
Dang Dong, Taegu. 

Leprosy and health education, both in gen
eral village visits and in city churches or spe
cial groups are being carried out regularly 
and energetically. As of last year the para
medicai workers have been encouraged to 
take responsibility for the visits in their own 
area but with support and assistance from 
Taegu when required. From 1977, with a fur
ther emphasis on leprosy education and mak
ing the work more widely known, a monthly 
pamphlet entitled New Day has been pub
lished and circulated in the province. 
(Adaptedfrom NEW DAY, Spring 1977, p 8) 

Mexico. Dr. Waldemar Kirchheimer hon
oreel by La Asociacion Mexicana ele Accion 
Contra la Lepra in Mexico Cify. 25 August 
1977. At this extraordinary sess ion in recog
nition of Dr. Kirchheimer and his outstand
ing work in the field of leprosy, he was pre
sented with a certificate acknowledging him 
as an honorary member of the Association . 
At the invitation of the Association, Dr. 
Kirchheimer delivered a forty minute talk 
entitled "Leprosy and the Armadillo- Pres
ent Status." - (From program note s of ses
sion) 

Switzerland. Fijih Report of WHO Experf 
Committee on Leprosy. The Reports of the 
WHO Expert Committee on Leprosy have 
been of the utmost importance to leprosy 
workers everywhere, offering an internation
ai concensus of expert experience and guid
ance on matters of current concern and prac
tice . The fifth meeting of the WHO Expert 
Committee was held in Geneva on 19-25 
October 1976. The Report is divided into four 
main sections: epidémiology, strategy of lep
rosy control, formation and management of 
a leprosy control program, and research. 
[The Report may be obtained from WHO, 
Geneva, Switzerland, WHO Tech. Rep. Ser. 
No. 607. Price Sw. fr. 6.00.] 

The section on epidemiology emphasizes 
the scale both of the leprosy problem itself 
and social and economic effects of physical 
handicaps caused by leprosy. The new evi
dence on the transmission of leprosy is pre
sented very clearly. The relevance and use
fulness of information collected in leprosy 
control programs and prevalence and inci
dence rates leads to the conclusion that by 
present methods a significant impact can be 
made on the transmission of the disease . 

Section 2 on leprosy control strategy pre
sents the latest views on this subject and 
many useful points are brought out. The in
creasing occurrence of dapsone resistance 
leads to other important suggestions for com
bined therapy. Problems in the treatment of 
reactions also receive attention, as do re
lapses, prophylaxis by BCG and chemo
prophylaxis. 

Section 3 deals with leprosy control, and 
in particular with aims, objectives, inte
gration of medicai services and evaluation. 

Section 4 gives an impressive list of rec
ommendations for future research priorities. 
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Amid so much that is excellent, it is almost 
invidious to draw attention to one lack of 
emphasis in the Report. While there is ref
erence to the need for health education in 
urban leprosy schemes, the significance of 
lepros y as a socia l as much as a medicaI 
problem in general situations is not explored 
as ex plicitly as could be wished. Leprosy con
trol schemes may be models of medicai plan
ning and practice, but they stand or fali on 
the response of patients and the public , and 
this is a social not a medicai iss ue, but one of 
great importance .- (AdapTed from T. F. 
Davey's Editorial , Lepr. Rev. 48 [1977] 159) 

The Wor/d Hea/th Organization and lhe 
United NaT ions Deve/opment Program joint
~)I sponsor a Specia/ Program for Research 
and Training in Tropica/ Diseases. After two 
years of planning, the program is entering 
the phase of full scale implementation of a 
long-term effort which will poss ibly take 20 
years. 

The search for new tools to control disease 
in the tropical countries requires scientists of 
many disciplines. Molecular and cell biolo
gists, biochemists , immunologists , parasitol
ogists, and entomologists are among those 
whose contributions are needed. 

The research areas covered by the Special 
Program are: mala ria , schistosomiasis, filari
asis, trypanosomiasis , leishmaniasis and 
leprosy; epidemiology, biomedical sciences, 
biological control of vectors, and socio-eco
nomic research . 

Specific fields within these research areas 
are developed by the Scientific Working 
Groups of the Special Program o Scientists 
from any country are welcome to submit pro
posais for research grants within the specific 
fields . Ali enquiries should be addressed to : 
The Special Program for Research and 
Training in Tropical Diseases, World Health 
Organization, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland. 
- WHO Announcement 

U.S.A. Limited copies of lhe /J L Cumu/a
tive A uthor and Subject Index, Volumes 
1-40, 1933-/972, still avai/ab/e. For those 
persons interested in purchasing a copy of 
this supplemental issue to Volume 44, the 
cost is US$25 .00 and may be obtained by 
writing to: International Journal of Leprosy, 
P.O. Box 1097, Bloomfield , New Jersey 
07003. 

The InrernaTiona/ Leprosy AssociaTion and 
A merican Leprosy Missions take active part 
in the Internationa/ Year of lhe Chi/d, /979. 
On December 21 , 1976, the General Assem
bly of the United Nations passed a resolution 
declaring 1979 the I nternational Year of the 
Child. The hope is that by placing children 
in the center of world attention, the world 
community will renew and re-affirm concern 
for the present condition and for the future 
of it s children. 

One criticaI area of concern is s tigma. 
Many millions of children are prevented 
from growing a nd developing in normal ways 
simply beca use stigmatizing differences have 
been ascribed to them . In some cases, chil
dren themselves are in some way different. 
In other instances, it is more a matter of 
"guilt by association"; parents, siblings, or 
other associates are the immediate victims. 

The causes of stigmatization are many, but 
in as much as thousands of children are di
rectly afflicted with leprosy and millions 
more suffer from its stigma, the International 
Federation of Anti-Leprosy Associations and 
the International Leprosy Association are 
taking active parts especially in this aspect 
of the International Year of the Child activi
ties . And, both through these organizations 
and independently, American Leprosy Mis
sions is extending support. 

In order to take best advantage of the op
portunity to highlight the plight of children 
affected by leprosy either directly or indirect
Iy , help is needed in identifying the priorities 
which will serve children who suffer spiri
tually and physically from leprosy. Members 
of IL EP were requested to complete a ques
tionnaire designed to assist in compiling 
data. Of special concern is the importance 
of determining what social injustices, if any, 
children suffer as a result of leprosy back
grounds. If any reader has information which 
might be valuable in developing a meaning
fuI program for children of such back
grounds, or if you have a specific philosophy 
or goal for this specia l year which you would 

. like to have made known at the United Na
tions , it would be most appreciated. 

Within the framework of UN ICEF, which 
is coordinating the United Nations efforts on 
behalf of the Interna tional Year of the Child, 
a special committee for coordination of 
worldwide activities was established and 
Mrs . Bernice Gottlieb, beca use of her well
known interest in children who have leprosy 
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or whose parents have leprosy, has been ap
pointed by the I LA as a member of this com
mittee . If you have information you would 
like to share, you may write to Mrs. Gottlieb 
in care of American Leprosy M issions, 1262 
Broad Street, Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003 . 
- ALM News Release 

U.S. Leprosy Pane/o Dr. C. C. Shepard has 

relinquished his chairmanship and position 
on the Leprosy Panel of the U.S.-Japan Co
operative MedicaI Science Program, posi
tions he has held since the inception of the 
programo Dr. Barry Bloom is the new chair
man of the pane!. Other members are Drs. N. 
Morrison, A. H. Fieldsteel, R. C. Hastings 
and W. M. Meyers. 




