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to deal with leprosy; this has been endorsed by the Federal Health 
Council. 

Dr. Cook stated at Darwin that he believed that the disease 
eould be stamped out in Australia in a few years by enforcing a 
policy of rigid isolation and regular inspection of leprous regions, 
which he added was being done in the Northern 'rerritory. Others 
held that this measure would interfere with welfare work among 
the aborigines, tending to inhibit them from coming in to the stations 
from the wilderness, and urged that, because of the reluctance of 
these wild people to leave their own country, provisions should be 
made to care for them nearer home. 

With reference to the time that the disease has existed in Austra
lia, Basedow, in a comprehensive article on diseases among the abori
gines [Jour. 1.1rop. Med. and JIyg., 35 (1932) 197] says that although 
reports had been received that it existed among the tribes in the 
Murray River district in the early days of colonization, the informa
tion was not authoritative and in the light of recent investigations 
is doubtful. It was not until the early nineties of the last century 
that the disease was officially recognized. 

OBITUARY 

DR. K. V. VEERASINGHAM 

Dr. K. V. Veerasingham, medical superintendent of the leper settlement at 
Pulau Jerejak, near Penang, Malaya, died on November 14, 1935. Dr. Veer asing
hr.m began whole-time leprosy work in 1930, after preliminary study of leprosy 
problems in India. Under his administration the Pulan Jerejak settlement rapidly 
became the modern, efficient institution that it is today. Leprosy work in Malaya 
sustains a severe loss by his untimely death. [G. A. RYRIE) 

NEWS ITEMS 
Australi4.n mandated territories.-That the leprosy scourge in Nauru and 

New Guinea is well under control was reported last year at a conference of the 
administrators of the Australian mandated territories, which also included the 
officials of Papua and Norfolk Islands. A plan was adopted, says the Brisbane 
Courier-Mail, whereby medical information would be collected by a central office 
at Canberra, and contact with progress in tropical medicine would be maintained 
by biennial meetings of the leading doctors in all tropical centers. 

Kavieng leprosarilllm, New G1~inea.-A leper colony of considerable size, of 
which little has been heard, is the Anelaua leprosarium at Kavieng, Mandated 
'l'erritory of New Guinea. According to a letter from Dr. E. A. Holland, the 
medical officer at Kavieng, to the Sydney Morning Herald, this is the only large 
colony in the Australian Commonwealth territory, with 550 inmates including 
nearly 100 children. 


