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REVISTA BRASILIERA DE LEPROLOGIA 

Under date of September, 1933, there appeared the first issue of the Revista 
de Leprologia de Sao Paulo, published fr om the Sanatario Padre Bento by the 
Sociedade Paulista de Leprologia under the editorship of Drs. L. de Souza Lima 
and J. Menan<;a Barros. Two volumes of four issues each had appeared by tho 
end of 1935. At the end of that year there was published a large "special 
number" which contains eighteen papers read at a meeting that was held in 
June, 1935, at the time of the visit to Siio Paulo of Dr. Etienne Burnet, of 
the Health Organization of the League of Nations, and Prof. Eduardo Rabello, 
head of the International Leprosy Center at Rio de Janeiro. 

This periodical has now been replaced by the Revista BrasiZiera de Leprologia, 
which is the "second series" of its predecessor, starting with Volume 4. The 
new periodical is the result of a cooperative agreement between the Sociedade 
Paulista, which continues in charge of its publication, and the International 
Center, which provides the major part of the cost of publication and the head 
of which serves as scientific director of the periodical. Dr. Nelson Sousa Campos, 
Eub·director of the leprosy service of Siio Paulo, is the editor·in·chief. The 
language continues to be exclusively Portuguese, but some of the articles carry 
summaries in more generally read languages. The foreign subscription rate is 
50$000 per annum. 

MISSION TO LEPERS CONFERENCE 

A conference of leprosy workers in India was held in Calcutta last February, 
under the auspices of the Mission to Lepers. Much time was given to a con· 
sideration of how to make the Mission's institutions more effective, and the need 
for more work among ehildren was particularly emphasized. Of special interest, 
in view of the doctrine that has for so long prevailed in India, is the statement 
ascribed to Dr. John Lowe, that: "The backbone of leprosy work in India is 
the in·patient institution." The report of the conference can be had by applica· 
tion to Mr. A. Donald Miller, Secretary for India, Mission to Lepers, Punilia, 
Bihar. 

OBITUARIES 

J. JADASSOHN 

Prof. Dr. Joseph JadasBohn died at Zurich on March 24, 1936, at the age 
of 73, after a. brief illness. Born in Silesia in 1863, he was for a. time the 
assistant of Professor Neisser in Breslau. In 1896 he was made professor of 
dermatology and syphilography at Bern, but returned to Breslau in 1917 to 
succeed his former chief. Jadassohn, a. man of exceptional personality, was one 
of the most renowned and most scientifically studious of dermatologists. He 
was editor·in·chief of the Handbuch fiir Haut und Geschlechtskrankheiten and 
of the Archiv fur Dermatologie una Syphili,o. Included in his wide range of 
special interests were the problems of tuberculosis of the skin, the n~ture of 
c.utaneous reactions of the allergic group, and, though he was not in an infected 
region, leprosy. His monograph on that subject, published as a. section of th e 
Handbuch, is well known. In 1932 he retired as head of the dermatologica.l 
institute of the University at Breslau, and removed to Zurich. 
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CHARLES NICOLLE 

Dr. Charles .Jean Henri Nicolle, born in Rouen in 1866, died on February 
28, 1936, in Tunis, where since 1903 he had directed the Institut Pasteur de 
Tunis. He had contributed widely to the knowledge of tropical medicine, the 
subjects to which he turned his attention including the leisllmaninses, especially 
of children and of the dog, recurrent fever, and yellow fever. As early as 
]909 he transmitted typhus fever to apes und lower animals, and in 1928 wa!' 
awarded the Nobel Prize for his discovery of the mode .of transmission of that 
infection. It was in the earlier days of his work at Tunis (about 1904·1907) 
that he carried out his weB-known inoculation experiments with leprosy in 
monkeys and apes. 

SAM BJARNJEDINSSON 

Dr. Sam Bjarnjedinsson, until recently professor of pharmacology at the 
Medical High School in Reykjavik, Iceland, died on February 21st, 1936, at 
the age of 72. From the beginning of the nineties in the last century he too\{ 
a prominent part in the combating of leprosy in I celand. At that time this 
island was the most infected land of Europe, but now the disease has practically 
disappeared. Bjarnjedinsson was deeply interested in leprosy, and spared him
self no trouble in throwing light on various phases of the problem, as is evidenced 
by the many articles that he wrote on the subject. A f ew years ago iIlness com
pelled him to retire from his teaching position and he moved to Copenhagen, 
where he was at the time of his death. [H. P. LYE] 

NEWS ITEMS 
Consolidation of Colombian leprosaria.-It has been learned that the govern· 

ment of Colombia plans to consolidate its three leprosaria at the largest of them, 
Agua de Dios, which at present has an inmate population of some 5,000. The 
change will bring this number up to about 7,500 and will make Agua de Dios 
the largest institution of its kind in the world. This move is contrary to the 
tendency in some other places, where it is believed that a system of multiple 
regional stations is less obnoxious to tcose affected, and therefore more effective 
in an antileprosy campaign. 

Appropriation in Bmzil.-Early this year it was announced that the sum 
of 4,000 contos had been appropriated for the construction and maintenance of 
leprosaria throughout the country. The loc;Ltion of the new leprosaria remaine'[ 
to be decided. In Venda das Pedras, in the State of Rio, protests were heard 
against the construction of such an institution there. 

Chair of leprology in Rio de Janeiro.-The new medical school (Faculty of 
Medical Sciences) connected with the Gaffre-Guinle Foundation of Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, has created a chair of leprology and nominated Dr. H. C. de Souza
Araujo to the professorship. This is the first medical school in America to have 
a special chair in this subject. The lectures will be given during the fifth year 
of the medical course, and each year as a postgraduate course. 

Surinam, anniversary of lepl·osarium.-The fortieth anniversary of the founda
tion of the St. Gerard Majella leprosarium at Paramaribo, Surinam, was 
celebrated last year. There are some 200 inmates in this institution at present. 


