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Primary Dapsone-resistant Leprosy in Republic of Korea

To THE EDITOR:

In the December issue of the JOURNAL in
1981, the problem of dapsone-resistant lep-
rosy is well documented ('). We have been
investigating the development of primary
dapsone-resistant leprosy in the Republic
of Korea since November 1979 sponsored
by the Sasakawa Memorial Health Foun-
dation. By September 1981, 18 patients with
previously untreated leprosy, classified LL
or LLs, were subjected to skin biopsy be-
fore initiation of chemotherapy. The organ-
isms from each specimen were inoculated
into the foot pads of mice, and their sus-
ceptibility to dapsone was measured (The
Table). Mycobacterium leprae obtained
from 14 patients multiplied in untreated
control mice, but in none of the mice given
dapsone. The organisms recovered from

THE TABLE. Results of survey of pri-
mary dapsone-resistant leprosy.

Number of patients tested 18
Sensitive to dapsone 14
Resistant to dapsone (g%) 0.01 1
0.001 0
0.0001 3

three patients multiplied in the mice admin-
istered 0.0001 g% dapsone in diet, and those
from one patient (a 14-year-old boy) mul-
tiplied in the mice administered 0.01 g%
dapsone in diet. Since the survey has not
covered the entire area, one cannot esti-
mate the prevalence of primary dapsone re-
sistance in the country as a whole. How-
ever, the results obtained show the presence
of primary dapsone-resistant leprosy in the
Republic of Korea.
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