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Indeterminate Leprosy

To THE EDITOR:

I wonder why Dr. Browne in his letter (')
on indeterminate leprosy in cases of
doubt accepts the advice of Dr. Pettit ““to
temporize” and **to await indubitable signs
of leprosy,” without first referring to other
means of diagnosing indeterminate leprosy.
To my experience each lesion suspected of
being indeterminate leprosy should be ex-
amined by sweat testing rather than by his-
topathology or sensory tests. The absence
of sweating, visualized by 5% o-phthalal-
dehyde in xylene (*) provides convincing
evidence of indeterminate leprosy. This test

is easier to carry out than pilocarpine in-
jections with iodine and starch as the in-
dicator.

—A. H. Klokke, M.D.

Professor of Dermatology
University Hospital Groningen
Groningen, The Netherlands
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