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man with the neural type? How .else could a family or community
be expected to receive back a patient released from an .institution
as no ·longer of danger to hid fellows?
The · hope held out · not so long sin~e that the establishment of
outpatient treatment clinics throughout India would solve the leprosy
problem there has proved over-optimistic and leprosy workers in
that country are forced to seek another approach. They hold that
leprosy has to be looked upon as one of the many public health
problems, though with recognition of its peculiar features and consequences and special provisions for dealing with it. One of the fundamental requirements in public health activities against diseases that
affect a country is to give the public guidance, and that can be
done effectively only through intelligent cooperation. Progress in
enlightening and thus helping the backward masses is discouragingly
slow, especially with regard to the chronic diseases, but it surely will
not be aided by withholding essential information.

CONTROL BY MASSACRE
Apropos of the preceding note, the extremes to which unintelligent
fear of leprosy may lead people to go is exemplified by an event noted
in the news section of this issue, in which fifty or more lepers were
deliberately maS'Sacred by the military authorities at Yuengkong,
South China. The attitude of the people in that region toward the
victims of this disease is notorious and has often been commented
on, as in a frank letter by a Chinese published in the Leper Qu"arterly
of the Chinese Mission to Lepers in October, 1933.' That attitude
is not confined to South China, though it is extreme there; some years
ago the China Medical J crurnal reported a discussion among authorities
of a more northern city as to how the leper problem there should be
solved, during which one official proposed that the lepers be loaded
on So barge and dumped at sea. Evidently the military authorities
at Yeungkong have faith in such drastic methods of leprosy control.
The action that they tOJk can only be deplored by all intelligent
people of China, as it is by their friends. That action is utterly
contrary to the spirit of those who compose the Chinese Mission
to Lepers, which has recently built a fine leprosarium outside of
Shanghai and is aiding other institutions elsewhere. An immediate
expreBSion of abhorrence was made officially by the Chinese Medical
ABSociation, which in its resolution of protest referred to orders
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relative to the care of lepers that had been issued by the Canton
authorities. It did not state, however, that those orders were issued
more than a year ago, by a regime which had gone 80 far as to arrange
with a well-known authority in Shanghai to serve as an advisor to
them with the intention of taking practical steps toward meeting the
leproey problem in that region-an arrangement that, we are informed,
lapsed with a change of political control in Canton.
THE CAIRO CONFERENCE
Announcements of the leprosy conference to be held in Cairo in
March, 1938, were published in the last issue of THE JOURNAL. In
both of the two articles on the subject the meeting was referred to as
the first Congress of the International Leprosy Association, and in
one of them the origin of the plan was recounted. Too late to change
the announcements, we were informed by the General SecretaryTreasurer of the Association that it had been decided, by majority
(postal) vote of the General Council, that the conference should not
be a congress of the Association but the Fourth International Leprosy
Conference, in continuation of those that were held in Berli~ in 1897,
in Bergen in 1909, and in Stre.sbourg in 1923.

