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Roy Handel Thangaraj

March 21, 1930-July 29, 1991
Returning after a few years, he was as-

signed to develop the old dilapidated lep-
rosy home at Salur, his ancestral village.
With characteristic zeal and vision he pro-
ceeded to develop that center. He was re-
sponsible for planning, constructing and
running an excellently equipped new gen-
eral hospital which included reconstructive
surgery, a leprosy control program, and a
training program. The derelict old "home"
was transformed into one of the leading lep-
rosy centers in the East. The termite-riddled
cottages were replaced with modern con-
crete and steel wards.

Then he was called to Delhi to the post
of TLM Secretary for India, later widened
and redesignated Director for Southern Asia.
He was responsible for all of the centers in
India, and also in the neighboring countries
of Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Burma, and
Sri Lanka. He collaborated with the gov-
ernments of these countries in their pro-
grams and advised many of them, forging
an enduring link among these governments,
The Leprosy Mission, and other voluntary
agencies. The high point in his career was
the organizing of the International Leprosy
Congress in 1984 which was attended by
1500 delegates from all over the world. At
this meeting he was elected Secretary of the
International Leprosy Association.

Dr. Thangaraj was a man of dynamism
and zeal, an indefatigable worker, immersed
in his vocation and not knowing the mean-
ing of the word rest!

He leaves behind his wife Sarojini (also
a tireless co-worker), two sons, and a daugh-
ter—all doctors and all deeply implanted
with the same bent toward leprosy work.
His greatest memorial is made visible in the
work of the centers of excellence in leprosy
scattered around India and its littoral coun-
tries.

His body rests in the grounds of the hos-
pital he created at Salur. His spirit goes on
in the activities of The Leprosy Mission all
over Southern Asia.

—Ernest Fritschi
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