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ADDRESS BY PROF. ZHANG WENKANG,
MINISTER OF HEALTH

Dear Mr. President, ladies, gentlemen and
friends:

The XVth International Leprosy Con-
gress begins today in Beijing. Entrusted by
Vice Premier Li Langing of the State Coun-
cil and on behalf of the government of the
People's Republic of China, 1 would like to
express sincere congratulations to the grand
opening of the Congress and a warm wel-
come to friends all over the world.

In recent years, WHO, ILA, ILEP, and
other nongovernmental organizations have
successfully carried out the ulovement of
"nutking leprosy no longer a public health
problem,'' which played an active role in
the protection of human health and pronto-
tion of economic development. This Con-
gress will surely push the effort forward. 1
wish every success to the Congress.

China is a developing country with vast
territories and a huge population. Leprosy
has had a long history in China and used to
be a serious infectious disease. After the es-
tablishment of the New China, the Chinese
government has paid greta attention to an-

tileprosy work, set up practical control tac-
tics according to the real situation of our
country, and adopted active measurements.
Through lona._*-terra arduous effort of the nu-
merous health workers, leprosy lias been ef-
fectively controllcd. During the last
decides, our government lias fornulated
and pronmlgated related laves and regula-
tions, in addition to extensive health educa-
tion, and at the same time strenrthened sci-
entilic research and International academie
exchange, and achieved greta success.

Our country will further strengthen anti-
leprosy work in the future, carry out the
work with continued stable and coordinated
development, and n utke a contribution to
theglobal antileprosy cause.

"Working Toward a World Without Lep-
rosy'' is the conuuou wish of hun umkind
and also the main goal of the global an-
tileprosy work. China will continuously
work together with other countries over the
world to do our best in the light against lep-
rosy for the improvement of health and the
progress of huntin civil ization. 4

ACHIEVEMENTS AND PROSPECTS ON LEPROSY
PREVENTION AND CONTROL IN CHINA

PROF. YIN DAKUI, VICE-MINISTER OF HEALTH

Distinguished Chairperson, ladies and gen-
demen:

Good afternoon.
On behalf of the Ministry of Health of

the People's Republic of China and the Chi-
nese Organizing Committee, I would like to
express my warm congratulations to the
successful convention of the conference
and express my warm welcome to the ex-
perts, scholars and friends from all over the
world. Now, 1 would like to present a report

on leprosy prevention and control in China
to the conference.

Introduction on health tare service
in China

China is a country with 31 provinces, au-
tonomous regions, um fieipalities and a
Hong Kong Special Administration Region
(not including Taiwan), 391 prefectures (in-
cluding cicies under the provincial adminis-
tration), and 2802 counties and towns.
Fifty-six nationalities are living in a terri-
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