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PRESENTATION BY
DR. S. K. NORDEEN, SR. ADVISOR,
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION
ACTION PROGRAMME FOR THE

ELIMINATION OF LEPROSY

On behalf of the Director-General of the
World Health Organization (WHO), Dr.
Gro Harlem Brundtland, and on my own
behalf, I am pleased to welcome you and
read her message to this Congress.

"It gives me great pleasure to greet ali of
you who have come from different parts of
the world to attend this 15th International
Leprosy Congress, organized by the Inter-
national Leprosy Association (ILA.). The
year 1998 marks the 50th year of offìcial re-
lations between ILA and WHO, and I
would like to take this opportunity to place
on record our deep appreciation of the col-
laboration between ILA and WHO which
has been so productive and mutually bene-
ficiai through the years.

"Leprosy, as a disease with a sinister po-
tential to devastate the entire lives of af-
fected persons without actually killing
them, is clearly a reflection of the extreme
underdevelopment which still persists in
many paris of the world. AlI the same, it is
possible today to fight the disease success-
fully. Leprosy is a relatively weak enemy-
it takes years to evolve, it is only feebly in-
fectious, and today it is highly amenable to
treatment. Moreover, it is not particularly
difficult to diagnose and the weapons we
have to treat it in the form of niultidrug
therapy (MDT) are highly effective in cur-
ing the disease and in preventing drug resis-
lance. Further, a large number of organiza-
tions, national and international, including
nongoverntnental organizations (NGOs),
are fully engaged in supporting leprosy
work in endemic countries. On top of al1
this, we have today a strong political com-
mitment at the international levei, and also
at the national levei in most endemic coun-
tries, to eliminate the disease as a public

health problem by the year 2000, that is to
say, to reduce the prevalence of leprosy to
less than 1 case per 10,000 popu1ation, as
sei out by a resolution of the World Health
Assembly in 1991. In spite of this we still
have hundreds of thousands of patients re-
maining undetected and untreated, and mil-
lions more affected by the physical and so-
cial consequences of the disease even after
they are cured. We cannot afford to allow
Chis situation to continue, no matter how
gratifying it is that the leprosy situation has
improved immeasurably in recent years. It
is true that the disease burden in public
health terms has been brought down by
more than 85% in the past 15 years and this,
in itself, is no mean achievernent. However,
what remains to be accomplished in order
to achieve the goal of elimination of leprosy
is the rnost difficult and challenging part.
Therefore, lei us not sit on our Iaurels, be-
come complacent and lei the historie oppor-
tunity of hringing about a leprosy-free
world slip away from us. Let us recognize
the urgent need for ali of us to work to-
gether to ensure that the unfinished task is
completed as soou as possible.

"Leprosy is not merely a health issue—it
is also a human rights issue. Leprosy-af-
fected persons, even after they are cured,
still face violations of their human rights,
and they deserve a far hetter treatment from
society than they receive at present. What
they need and what they should demand are
their inalienable human rights, and cer-
tainly not just charity. Generations of lep-
rosy-affected men and women have been
exposed to cruel stigma and ostracism. I
sincerely hope that we shall pui an end to
that injustice orce and for ali. In this con-
nection, 1 am very happy to learn that many
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leprosy-affected persons are participating in
this Congress as equal partners to voice
their concerns and popes.

"From the point of view of the World
Health Organization, we want to see an end
to leprosy in the world as soou as possibie,
both as a public health problem and as a hu-
man and social problem. Toward this end, I
want to assue you that WHO will continue

to eive a high priority to leprosy and will
provide the necessary leadership. WHO is
also keen to continue and strengthen its col-
laboration with leprosy agencies every-
where, including NGOs, and is firmly com-
mitted to the objective that is the main
theme of this Congress, namely, working
toward a world ■ithout leprosy.

"I wish the Congress every success."

PRESENTATION BY
DR. JEAN PIERRE SCHENKELAARS,

ILEP PRESIDENT
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It is a real pleasure to address ali of you
at the beginning of such an important Con-
gress• On behalf of ali ILEP Members, I
would like to thank the Chinese Organiza-
tion Committee and the 1nternational Lep-
rosy Association for the preparation of such
an important and stimulating Congress. The
ILEP Federation is proud to co-sponsor this
event, which sees the presence of al1 our
Members.

We are ali aware of the tremendous
achievements in antileprosy activities,
which we have experienced lince the last
international Congress in Orlando (1993).
More and more leprosy cases are detected
and successfully treated. Prevalence has de-
creased in many countries. It is thanks to
the combined efforts of governments, the
WHO, people affected by leprosy and non-
governmental organizations (most of whom
are members of our Federation) that we can
claim some positive results and can sub-
scribe to the theme of this Congress:
"Working Toward a World WithoutLep-
rosy." This Congress provides us with a
platform to celebrate our achievements but,
at the same time, to reflect on the new chal-
lenges which lie ahead.

In spite of the overall progress toward
leprosy eradication, ali ILEP Members
know that leprosy and its consequences will
continue to be with us long after the year
2000. The ILEP brochure, which has been

distributed to til of you, highlights sorne of
the challenges. These include (i) the sus-
tainability of antileprosy activities in the
context of radical reforms in the health sec-
tor of many countries, (ii) the still unaccept-
ably high number of disabilities, (iii) the
need to "open up" the leprosy world so as
to benefit from other experientes, and (iv)
the potential offered by the participation of
people affected by leprosy in the light
against the disease and its consequences.

The medicai and scientific aspects of lep-
rosy are very important, but they should not
let us forszet the social and economic impact
of the disease. We are very pleased that this
Congress will dedicate a lot of interest to
the social aspects of leprosy, including
comniunity-based rehabilitation. ILEP
Members have, over time, developed a
unique expertise in tackling the social and
economic impacts of leprosy. Such exper-
tise will continue to be invaivabie in the fu-
ture.

The ILEP Federation believes that the
future of antileprosy activities depends on
developing new alliances at ali leveis to
heip sustain the fight toward leprosy eradi-
cation. The future challenges should not be
underestimated, especially at this time of
celebration of the positive residis so far
achieved. There is a need to strengthen and
deveio') more effecti ve collaboration mech-
anisms among our different organizations
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