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OBITUARIES
Prof. Le Kinh Due, M.D.

1925-2001
With this writ-

ing. I would like
to remember Prof.
Le Kinh Due. an
eminent leprolo-
gist and dermatol-.
()gist, former di-
rector of the Na-
tional Institute of
Dermato-Venere-
ology (NIDV).
Hanoi. Vietnam.

who passed away on 6 February 2001.
Prof. Le Kinh Due was born in Ha Tinh

province on 10 May 1925. He had his early
education in Hue City and took his medical
degree at Hanoi Medical College in 1952.
Subsequently, he served the cause of national
independence in the capacity of surgeon. Af-
ter 1954, he received specialization training
in immunology and histopathology of the
skin at 'JumboId University Charite. Berlin.

In 1975, he was appointed Chair for Der-
matology, Bach Mai Hospital. and Head of
Dermato-Venereological Department of
Hanoi Medical College. He became Direc-
tor of the NIDV and President of the Viet-
nam Dermatology Association in 1982.

Prof. Le Kinh Due began his career in the
field of leprosy control more than 40 years
ago, in the capacity of director of the
program. Over the years, he made major
contributions to establishing a nationwide
anti leprosy network from the central to
grassroot levels. In 1981, a national move-
ment of "leopard-skin eradication of lep-
rosy- was launched by him and his col-
leagues under the guidance of the Ministry
of Health. A program of leprosy eradication
has been successfully implemented in a
stepwise manner and proved to be very
fruitful. The prevalence rate of the disease
has declined dramatically from 15.0 per
10,000 in 1975 to 0.22 per 10,000 in 2000.
In recent years. the stigma of leprosy was
wiped out, even in mountainous areas. Lep-
rosy patients were accepted in the commu-

nit)' and admitted to hospital according to
their medical problems.

Prof. Le Kinh Due also had a long and
distinguished career as an excellent teacher
at Hanoi Medical College. He was always
on the lookout for young professionals and
became a mentor and encourager to many,
some of whom ire still active in leprosy.
Anyone who made contact with hill) at once
found a warm heart and an unusual deter-
mination to help.

Prof. Le Kinh Due was the author of many
books. handbooks, and more than 1(X) scien-
tific and investigational works on leprosy.
sexually transmitted diseases (STD) and skin
diseases. These were published both in Viet-
nam and in international journals. He was
also the author of various poems particularly
on leprosy which actively influenced people
as well as leprosy patients.

Prof. Le Kinh Due was well known for h
is international activities. He visited and
worked in many countries as a WHO con-
sultant on leprosy. He was a member of the
International Leprosy Association (ILA),
deputy chairman of Association des Lepro-
logues Langue Francaise, member of the

H 0 Expert Committee on Leprosy, and
temporary advisor in many international
congresses, regional meetings and work-
shops on leprosy and STD.

In appreciation of his valuable contribu-
tion to leprosy work, Prof. Le Kinh Due
was awarded the "Health for All Medal-
and the Sasakawa Health prize by W1-10 in
1988 and 1995. respectively. He also re-
ceived many valuable awards for his out-
standing service from the government of
Vietnam.

His death is a great loss to our program
and to all of his coworkers, students in Viet-
nam and colleagues in the world. Everyone
who knew him will treasure their memories
of a great physician and an outstanding man.

I am always proud to say that it was an
honor and privilege for me to learn and
work by his side.
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He is survived by his wife, Mrs. I luong, Vice Director
and two sons: Dr. Thu and Dr. Quoc.^National Institute of

—Tran Hai] Killing, M.D., Ph.D.
^Dermato-lienetvolo,t;y

Dr. Sushila Nayar
1914-2001

Dr. Sushi la Nayar, a veteran Gandhian
and a leprologist in her own right, passed
away on 3 January 2001 at the ripe age of
87 years.

Dr. Sushi laben was born on 26 December
1914 in a village in Gujarat District of Pun-
jab, India. She passed her M.13.13.S. and
M.D. from Lady Hardings Medical College
of Punjab University and completed her
M.P.H. and Ph.D. from Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity in the U.S.A. She worked for some
time as Registrar and Assistant Professor in
Lady Hardings Medical College and Chief
Medical Officer, Faridabad. Many years
later, she functioned as Professor of Com-
munity Medicine in the Mahatma Gandhi
Institute of Medical Sciences at Seyagram
(founded by her in 1969). She was a mem-
ber of many prestigious medical institu-
tions: President, All Indian Institute of
Medical Sciences, New Delhi (1964-66);
President, Indian Council of Medical
Research, New Delhi; Chairman. Indian
Red Cross Society (1964-67) and National
Society for Prevention of Blindness
(1964-1981); President. Indian Society for
Rehabilitation of the Handicapped (for over
10 years), etc.

Besides being a medical person, Dr.
Sushilaben was intensely active in many
other fields of social interest, women's
problems, handicapped persons and held
many positions in national institutions en-
gaged in these different fields. She was
Chairman of the Kasturba National Memo-
rial Trust, All India Prohibition Council,
Kasturba Health Society, Indian Council for
Child Welfare, etc.

Shri Pyarelal, her elder brother. was Secre-
tary to Mahatma Gandhi until his passing
away; hence Dr. Sushila was in close contact
with Mahatma Gandhi since her young age
until Mahatmaji's passing away. She got in-
volved in the Freedom Movement and went

to jail. She was in detention with Mahatmaji
and Kasturba in Agakhan palace, Pune from
1942-44 and joined the Quit India Move-
ment. She participated in Gandhiji's pro-
gram for Peace and Communal Harmony in
Noakhali and Pun jab. After Gandhiji's Nir-
van, she came in close contact with Acharya
Vinoba Bhave and participated in his
Bimodal] movement by joining his padyatra
from Kanyakumari to Kashmir (1956-57).

Dr. Nayar has written number of books,
some of which have received acclaim
"Bapu ki Karavas Kahani" (received Presi-
dential Award in 1952), "Hamari 13a"
(1948), "Kasturba, wife of Mahatma
Gandhi" (1960). Her elder brother, Shri
Pyarelaiji, had taken upon himself to write
voluines on Mahatmaji. but could complete
only three. On his passing away, Dr. Nayar
completed the remaining five volumes (IV,
V. VI, VII and VIII).

Dr. Nayar received a number of awards,
prominent among which are: "Desikottam"
by Vishwa Bharati University, Shantinike-
tan in 1995; Amol Prabha Das Award by the
government of Assam in 1996; Ba and
Bain' Award by Ba-I3apu Samiti, Pune, in
1997; and Public Health Person of the Mil-
lennium Award ill 2000.

Dr. Nayar was elected as a member of the
Delhi State Assembly (1950-56), became
Health Minister of Delhi State (1952-55)
and was Speaker of the Delhi Legislative
Assembly (1955-56). She was elected as a
Member of Parliament from 1957-71 and
1977-79 and became Union Minister of
Health, Town Planning and Family Plan-
iii ilg from 1962 to 1967.

In the '40s, Dr. Nayar was staying at Se-
vagram Ashram of Gandhiji and was run-
ning a clinic in the Varandah of the Kuti for
treating patients from surrounding villages
and founded a small Kasturba Hospital at
Sevagram which after 20 years metamor-
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