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[Dr. McDaniels, who was born in Gladstone, Illinois, on August 9,
1873, went to Siam as a medical missionary in 1902 and was long in charge
of a hospital at Petchaburi. In 1921 he went to Nakon Sritamarat, in
Southern Siam, and there established the Nakon Leper Home, now said
to have some 400 inmates. Having suffered from cerebral hemorrhage in
1935, he was retired from service in 1937 and died in Los Angeles on November 2, 1938.-EoITORJ

LEPROSARIA IN MEDIAEVAL WEST POMERAN IA

To

THE EDITOR:

With this letter I submit for publication a translation of
a paper on mediaeval leprosy in a district of Germany which
I happen to know very well, as I studied there (in Greifswald) for
two years. This translation was made in 1937, while I was at the
Uzuakali Leper Colony in Nigeria, and the last part of it was
kindly made by Mrs. Russell, of that institution. The literature
is not included as it was almost impossible to translate.
The district that is dealt with is not heavily populated even
today, th ere being not more than 150,000 people there; and for
mediaeval times I would say that 80,000 would be a high estimate.
From the paper it would seem that there must have been some 400
lepers in the 19 leprosaria, which would give a rate of 5 per thousand. It is astonishing that in spite of so high an incidence it was
possible, even with the limited means of those times, to stop
the spread of the disease within some fifty years. I can only explain this fact by supposing that most of the lepers must have been
easily recognizable lepromatous-type cases, so that it was possible
to remove them early.
M. J. OBERDOERFFER
The Leper Asylum
Chengmei, Siam

