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cured in three months, the report

Certain of the foregoing comments were forwarded directly to
Dr. Fox fqr his information and comment.

'" ,
R ejoinder by Dr. Fox.-This correspondence reveals all interesting difference of opinion between Dr. Ryrie and Dr . .Cochrane, but apparently
their experiences ha~e been' very dissimilar. I gather that Drs. Hasseltine,
Dean and Wrenshall did not include vitamin A among the higher alcohols
which they esterified with . cbaulmoogric acid.
Regarding Dr. Lobel's letter, I am unable to recognize any underlying
known facts which might lead to his conclusions 118 to the inefficacy of vitamin
A cbaulmoogrates. The body does take in esterified vitamin A, and the
body lipases hydrolyze such compounds. Very probably the blood and tissue
lipases would effect the hydrolysis readily enough to set free the two resulting therapeutic compounds, but not so rapidly, perhaps, 118 to produce the
irritating effect of larger concentrations of the acid. That xanthophylls are
not ordinarily recognized as. provitamin A is well known. But xanthophylls
are higher alcohols capable of esterification. Furthermore, they are found
naturally in many tissues, and so could do no harm. Again, the esters of
such alcohols and chaulmoogric acid would probably be hydrolyzed fairly
slowly, and that may be 0. desirable feature. Dr. Lobel did not apparently
state his reasons for supposing that vitamin A, etc., would lose their useful
properties in the new chemical structure. I think that they would not, for
.reasons given above. I ~ay say that Dr. L. J. Harris and Dr. Thomll8
Moore, both well known vitamin A men at the University of Cambridge
(England), in conversations which I had with them regarded the possibility
of using such esters quite favorably.
I · hope that someone in one ' of the various hospital-laboratories or elsewhere may attempt 0. careful synthesis and isolation. I should add that
my own research program is not associated with therapeutic work or synthesis of drugs. and that I do not expect to prepare any materials. I shall
be only too happy if my Buggestions may be used by other biochemists or
organic chemists who may care to undertake the synthesis suggested. The
job will not be very easy but it is quite possible, and it might bring some
. reward even if only to suggest a new line of attack. It · is indeed quite
possible that the new compounds might be disappointingly inconclusive, but
I cannot help feeling that it would be worth while giving them 0. trial, as
I find no evidence or hypotheses in the correspondence which contraindicates
<:linical experimentation.
THE LEPROMIN TEST

To

THE EDITOR:

I have read with much interest the article on the lepromin
test by Dr. A.Rotberg which appeared in the April-June issue
of THE JOURNAL. Anyone who has used this test can appreciate
the difficulties in reading tpe resulting reaction mentioned by
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the author, and my own experience confirms his observation
that the positive reaction in lepromatous cases is generally
different from that seen in the tuberculoid subtype.
In my earlier work with this test I recorded two tuberculoid cases as negative at the end of 28 days. When examined
on the 42nd day, however, both had become 2 - plus and the
papules continued to enlarge, albeit slowly, up to 63rd day
when the readings were discontinued. Such cases seem to be
comparatively rare, however.
The editorial of Dr. Muir touching on more or less the same
subject which appears in the same issue of THE JOURNAL is both
timely and stimulating. His suggestions to the effect that the
lepromin test be tried on an extensive scale in endemic as well
as nonendemic countries, and that the test material be produced
in a central laboratory for distribution to workers in different
parts of the world, should be seriously considered. I would suggest that a "Lepromin Committee" might be appointed by the
general council of the International Leprosy Association for the
I purpose of realizing these aims.
I would suggest also that the testing' of animals with lepromin
be undertaken on a scientific scale. The main advantage of
employing laboratory animals is that . it will permit the study
of possible effects of deficiencies of vitamins, minerals, etc.,.in
the diet; the influence of hormones; and the effects of septic
condition!, tuberculous and other secondary infections, etc. on
the resulting reaction following this test. N.
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COMMUNAL DRINKING

To

THE EDITOR:

In connection with the remarks on the possible relation of
-communal "beer drinks" to the spread of leprosy in Southern
Rhodesia, noted in the report for 1937 in that region, I may
-comment on communal drinking of yerba matte infusion in
Argentina, Paraguay and Brazil.
Having observed the national habit of matte drinking, during
my residence of more than thirty years in Paraguay, it is dif.ficult for me to believe that there may not be some danger of

