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EDITORIALS 

No. 1 

Editorin ls are u'r itfen by m embers of the E j toriaJ B oard, and 
opinions f.xp rrssed are th ose of the writers. A ny statclIlc ni that meets 
with disagreement will be of service if i t but stim117.otes d.iscllssion. 

THE JOURNAL AND THE FUTURE 

In 1900, under arrangements initiated at the Berlin confer
ence, publication of L epra, B ibliotheca l nternationalis, was bcgun . 

. With three gaps (1901, 1907 and 1911), p:ut in lly cum pensat.ed by 
the three volumes issued in 1910, on accou nt of the Bergen 
conference, pUblication was continued until HilS, wh en the period
ical bccn me a casualty of the Worl d War. 

Eighteen Yl<l. rS later, as a rcsult of tLe for,lj ation of the 
I ntprn~l.tional Leprosy As (lci 3 ion in :'I1 ani la t\I'O yes rs pI" ·\'i
ously, T H E J OUH?\AL began p ubli ea tion in 1933. :\ow, after 
seven annual 'V olumes haye appeared, Europp is 3gs in immer.'pd 
in a \,,-ar the effects of which rE'ach to the farthest parts of 
the world. Kat urn lly the qu p~tion arises whetber Of Dot t bis 
fJt' riodi es.1 will ~ ' lffcr tLe . Il rn e fate as its prc ~ (·ef'::.:,o f. 

Tile l-,Trsrnt circumsb.nrcs a re very d i, ", eD t fU lm tL.r c 
under \,,-h ir h L( pra was publi, bed . T hClugb its ~i ripal editor, 
Professor Ehlprs, was of a neutral coun try, [].nd th ou gh the 
printing could ba\'e been transferred from Gc;-many where it 
had always been done, the di sturbance as too "j l.'''l'read and 
the edi t ori al organization as a whole was too :'cri" ly affpried 
for such an enterprise to be continued; d oubtlc.s, too, financia l 
511pport was ,,·itbdrawn. Furthermore, leprosy work at tbat time 
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was so li t tl c d(;\"cloprd in t hc r'I,p ons In which th e (!'C' ,c:e pre 
\':li lrd th:1t the pu bli cation of l'pcr ial material rrg3rdi IJg it \\' :1S 
drn ,t iC' !l lly eu rt ailed, 

\Vi th r('bard to the future , no (Ine can sp r.ak I\'it.h any ccr
t a inty, Anytbing written t od:1 Y may be D('g!ct t i\'cd t om orrow. 
At the momrnt, hOlyp\, er , certain thi ngs may bc :1n ti cip:1 ted , 
Fir. t, it would bc but blind opt i l1i- m to hope that the 1ntcr
natiOl1aJ Leprosy Al'so(' int ion "'ill not suffl' r; t oo Inany of its 
mrm b l'rs are of t he cou nt ri cs t ha t :nc n O I\, im oln'd in the prrl'cnt 
struO'gle, R \ duction of J1' pmbr rc:hip in the A.,soci:.:t ion will 
im'oh e lessening of fin ancial su rport frum t ha t source a lJd reduce 
the distribution of the pr riodi cal. On the (,ther band, in the 
absence of a rndi cal eh:1nge in the pre~t'nt sit.uation its prin
cipal fin :lOcial backer, the Lconard 'Yood 1\fpmorial, should be 
able to con tinue its subsidy fin d hence cessa tion of pul, li c",tion 
should not be necessary on t hat account. 

With r egard to material for publica tion, the situation seems 
less favorable. Though many of the men in the British and 
French empires who are working in leprosy are past the age 
for direct war service (many had t heir part in the previous 
war) , nn d th ough the work of others may be considered essen
tial so that they "ill rem ain at th cir posts, the work' as a 
whole ma.y well be affected bC'c!luse of in cre!lSe of responsibilities 
due to \yitLdrs wal of other meD from the regions in whicL they 
work or Lecause of sLrinknge of i n<~ome , L(' l rosy \I'ork. b(ll', C' 'cr, 
has on tl1l' \\'1101e dc '('lOl 'l'd to a pe,in t ",llNc it, it: UI,! linb J. le 
th a.t it F-h uld be di~l'oll inu ,d ex (-pt in the H ot of ah~, Jut e 
cat as tropbe, and in many T('gi o n~ not in mediately cunc rIled 
such acti,-ities will pre,.umably be pu sued wi thout interrup1i on, 

ThNc seems to be no reason, tl lr-rdore, to !lnti r :p3. tc h:1.t 
th e ~tu dy of leprosy will be curtail"d to ' 1. -1hin g like HIe (':-..tt' nt 
t hat is rdlec t.ed by the paucity of ubstra cts that " ]llh~a rcd in 
Tropical Diseases B ullcl 'n for several y ears after 191 4, THE 

J OUR.1\',-\ L m3Y become thin, but it is not expected to su ccu mb 
to stan :R.tion, At the S:1me time the outlook is ' such that we 
are imprll ed to in vi t e the !ltt c'nt ion of our coll aborators e,'ery
where t o tbe requi Icrr, r nts ru; reg!ud<: r13. eria.l for a periodir.!ll 
such [l,: ou rs , - - H , 'Y. W. 


