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'J HE !I! I I) I (,:\1 STl"nr.'\ T ,\YITH LEI'HOf:Y 

Thc q lll,"' ti n of \ j,rt l]l' r or Ilo t ~ w ee ical ", t Ilknt ,rho h:l.S 
C(lI il r:!(' led Iq )f(J5Y ",ho1l1d he nll o q 'd to eOl tinue his ( ou rse , 
r[l i ~ {' d oy Profl: o,:,or Fid :lnz3, of TI o:3:: rio , _-\ rgc·n in3, is the sub­
j(·ct. of a 5yJ1l J l u~ i\l ll1 of !lrini nns j1 h lished in t he ('orrt'''j1ond­
ence focd ion of t hi8 i S~ lIe. This is a rroblPm of "ome int rrest 
from both the Ieg:11 nn d .0r i:11 J~o i'1 ts of "iew, one that per­
t nins to more tkm the m edical st u dent. a lone, :J l d one tba t 
will be nns\H' l"cd io vnrious ways from diff rcnt \-iewj1oint.s . 

The rep ly of 1llC ndmill i t ra tor, from the lrgnl \·j ewpoi nt, 
\rill depcnd upon ",lIpthcr or not prO\'ision is m3 de for the cont rol 
of leprosy by llH':l!lS of ron t rol of p ersons who h[1, \,e it. " There 
a ll kno\y n leper;.; nrc t nkr.n under r11:1rge fin d kept so until th ere is 
rcnson to beli r vc thc disease is Overcome there is of course no 
problem; such a n individua l ",ill not be at liberty to conti nue 
his II n iwrsity \\ ork . \\Thrre , on t.he other hand, H::;elcctive" iso­
lation is rrnet.iced, it will dep end upon the form or stage of 
the disease wh ether or not the individual may b e given an oppor­
t.unity t.o continue his studies. The student wi th the disease 
in open form ",ill have to submit to the law like anyone else, 
as F ernandez points out. On the other hand p ersons with t.he 
discase in closed form will not be deba.rred by the public health 
regula.tions, and it is in such cases that the problem pnsses to 
the university :.lUthoTities, 

" There segn'gnt iol1 by law is not applied at a ll, the ques­
tion th n.t t be university fnees is of course br03der, t.b ougb p er­
k Ips 11 0 morc ciifficlI lt. Q\li t e rc' 3 ,~0J) a bly, the opini on is un i v('r.~ al 

t ll:l t a p rr::.on ",it h thr ]cJ)wn l: J1{)us f\)rm of the di"t':1;e ;:: u(ll ld 
\\'il!tdrn w from his \\'ork ns :l Rtll dpnt, at. least. until such t ime 
as it m:1y j'(':1 : o11::lbly be concl\lded that the infect ion has u Pl'n 
ov ercome. :'11 (,ll tion is Il I nde of danger to fellow st u(kn t s, an d 
::tl:,o of ri .~k t o p 3t ir l1L with \1'11011.1 the il1(,di c:J.l R! ndt 'nt J e:1 1s 
ill th e later y l ' ~l rs of bis coursc, t hough the bttl' r is p rok,J ,ly 
of I('Rs COlI ('ern b ec:l u ' e uf IJT.: \·jty of conta ct, dc-:-l ,ite tbe pos­
sible fu et or of lowered r\ 'si!'t ance. 

With rega.rd to closed C!lses- t bose of the )}(·u ra.! t ),pe, in­
cluding the t.uberculoid subtype if not of the reacti on kind wit h 
bacteriologically p ositive lesions-Fidanza, BaliJia, H asseltine, 
L nm pC' [l lld Cil ~n to wou ld not allow even such studr uts to con­
t' nlle t heir work, regardl ess of w 11(:t ber th ey arc :Jd\'anced in 
!lIe l'our. C' or not. On t.he oLb 'r h :lod an equa.l number of con-
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tri b1l 1()rs t.o the symposium - R"rnal L',ndo iJ o, F Cill:l;lOCZ, Ryrie, 
Cuc lJ :Jne and M oiser- - nre ind ined to be lihc·rnl , I d III ukl permit 
a person with the disease in tbat form t o ('ontinue his :-(udies 
tlllder medical supervision; one or t \yo say tha t tJH'Y see no 
r('n~on why he should be di criminated nga inst, Accord ing t.o 
H nYIl.::hi it is tbe custom in J apan t.o allow techn ir :.tl stu­
d('n t s who develop leprosy to fini sb t L( ir " 'ork. Fern:mdez, nlso 
of 11 country wh e're segrega tion is not Ilpplied genfrnlly eYen to 
leproma t ous c:.tSes, wou ld eycn perm it one with that form of the 
di f; (,f1!':e, if near the ('nd of his couri'e, t o Enish it, 

But a ·factor that in many a c u r try would prob:lbly len d 
aut omat ica lly to an an, wer to the prol,Jc.m in the case of a llY 
per ' on witb noti re::lble man ifes n(i (l IlS of ll:prosy, a p oin t men­
ti oned by Cilento and Fc('m ingly had in mind by M oiser, is 
that of obj ection on tbe part. of the other studcnts' IlJld t.he 
public that tbey represent. It is difficu lt to conceive of any 
s uch group, witb anyt.hing Tike tbe usu al att.itude to" lIrd this 
disease, being subjected to tbe association of student life in lerture 
rooms, laboratories and elsewhere with a leper without tbere 
being voiced a protcst that would move the uni versity author­
ities to action. Apparently public opinion in Argentina, includ­
ing that of the student body, is t olC' rant; otherwise the practical 
answer to tbe question would com e from that source. 

It might be expected that more thought than is evidenced 
in the opinions rerord r d wou ld be gi\'C'n to the immediate wel­
fare of t he indi \'idunl, nnd to tbe q ur.:" tion of the futu re of a 
leprous w ir nJ !':tudent who gain_ his diplom a, Only " l\1ir 
n IJti ons the imporUlI1 t f!Jet that the IT (I u n mf'di caJ curric,iIu m 
is n 11(':." ')" burden, ti le \l'l.rk se' pn tary an d " not condilrive to 
rC'co\' ery," ~ ot in frequrn tJy st udcnts wbo st art the I1wd icaJ 
eour;:e in good h(,:.tlth ba\"c t o d rop ou t b('c91se of tll] '(' rru l""i , 
F or ! I i ~ o\\'n nke t he une "ith Ir ; lr(,::-y 'lJO~J1d DOt 1'1] ] ,' (,\ t I;I..,<'l f 
to su rh 3 1'train \'(' n if p"rrni !rd; lic -bo ld l'\' " jr LiD ,vif 
to 111!lking the most of w t c auees Le bas of O\,(, ~ (,C'"1 in g tbe 
infec t ion. Tha.t m:.tt.ter naturally pert sins mostly to the st ua ent 
who is not. ncar tbe st nge of gradua tion. 

The ot her point Ilpplies more generally. What ('ould a 
pbysicinn do once it became known t hat he was leprous? The 
qu ('s1 ion is, as Ryrie snys, a part. of t he larger one of t he oc­
cupation of lepers in ony ,,'alk of life in\'o "jng humnn ('on t act, 
but it has f('a tures peculiar t o iL('If. P ('rhaps most of us would 
gi \'e li t tic weight either to the \'ague pos,:iLili t.y of his act unlly 



8, ) Editorial 

t rlll"n ,itting t hc d i<:;(':l.~ c t o n Il)' p nti(ont , ::- inC'c his (\) I,::lC' t with 
t hlm \ au ld be only Ol'en ion al an d relati yely urief, or 10 t be 
J..)o~"ih j it)' th nt t be prof<v sion I1S a wbole would Fuffer r.ny op­
probrium beca use be hod been gradunted a nd Etdmitted 1.0 I be 
WDc t.iC'c of med icineo It is nevcorthcless t rue, as H ::-.:;e lti ne !Join ts 
Ollt, t ba t t hc fluth orit iec: of no hospital wou ld give .Ilcb So gin d­
unte nn internsbip, or sb ff 0 npl oin tment ; no ot ber p) °.:Oil' ian 
would r<'fcr 11 prinlte pnti cnt t o bim or call hi m in l" onc:ult a­
tion ; nJld t he pub lic if awnre would bun him like t he pb gue 
tb at leprosy is generally Lcld t o be. 

As Fidnll za obsen ocs, on ce such a student is qunlifil' d to 
prnctice med icine be ca nnot be compelled to work in 8. lC'per 
colony, tbough he may be od\"L ed to do so, as F ernnndez sug­
gests, an d t Lough of cou rse Le would be as subj ect as anyone 
else to segregntion regulations wbere such control exists, The 
leprous physician might be able to get by unnoticed for some 
time. In the instance mentioned by H asselt ine even the ,oictim 
himself remained ignorant of his condi t ion for several years. 
But deliberately to conceal such a condit ion from people who 
call on bim for tbe particul arly intimat e a nd personal services 
th at t he pbysician renders would be most culpable, however 
!:O light the nctual danger, Sooner or lat.er with progression of 
his disrose he would be fou nd out; be would forfeit r cspect and 
lose his pract ice and would be d riven into t he purlieus-or into 
t he 0 serv ice of a leprosy institution, if !:Ouch senoice sbould be 
open to him , E \'en tlwre bis usefulne s might. \oyell be Ij m it C'do 
H e could be helpfu l, ns in t be cnse of a physici an - :iJ)d :1 1:'0 

a d <' llt ist o- in on e colony tohnt we h appen t o hno" of. If, bu\\"­
ever, he should be put in charge of a leprosari um, as in 9110t her 
nctual illst n nce, b is in fl uence wit h his pa,j,ients- his fdl o,," in­
mntes- m igh t well be minim a.!. T he ayernge pat ient Dl't'ds en­
cowo, gement. in ('onnection wit.h trcatmen t, an d be cou d L~.;d: .r 
get it. from a physician who ns not cued i •. l<:eli. 

Fr ill t he fli scuSFion on t be wh ole, mat erial support is t.o 
Le foun d for t be con cl u~i o IlS (0.) t hat a st.udent wi th tbe Icp­
ron Il t ous form of lep rosy should be required to discontin ue 
bi medicnl course, regardl ess of how advanced in it he may 
he ; (b) tLat n student witb t he benign form of the disense might be 
a llowed to r ontinue, p royided t hat he submit t o proper medical 
Fupcn oi.ion nnd t bat opi nion of t bose ",-it h wbom be comes in 
contllct i. not adverse, but t hat. even in sllch a case t be indi ­
vi uo.l COIlCo rued should gi\"c !';(Oriou eonsidt' ation to the lim it rd 
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PI'C)J1l isc lw t thc fut urc \\ (,l dd llll lcl for hill.) )[(1;(., : ' l. :y ·d l(,u ld 
the di ~('[lsC ilut bc oYcrCUlllC t':d'ly in it.s ('(lur:-e; (c) lkl t in 
fllly case it would bc prdc' l' :thlc ft,r tbe i lll i\' i,Ju:lI to gi\ c up 
thc hurd rn :1I1d !3train of ~tllclen t \\ ork in orckr to L;tl!JU'lltr::lt e 
hi. dTurts on comb:.t,tiltg thE' inJrc:tion, a T'Jd (d) thn t once th at 
is nr'( 'o Jl1Jlli ~ h('d su(:c·('~ .':i fll lly h(' might be }It' rrn ittcd to r(, ~lI me 

his course sl10l1ld be th en conc:idt'r it uc:-irable to do so. 
- H . W. W. 

TECH~IC OF THE ETlYTHHOCYTE . :Dlr\IE:\TAT10N T EST-

In the t",('nty ycnrs since the ill tro {'t ion of tbe bl ood 
srdinwntfltion t rst by Fahnt ru:, H' \ 'l':-!ll mc, ji fi cstions }H., \,(' J, r pn 
introducrd. Y3rious t hcorrti r.n} cOTrc('jions for cell \'olume, cell 
countt, hell1l1globin cont rn t and the like b ~ \"e been proposed 
but most " 'ho employ the t t remai n contrnt with t he simple 
t echnic of one of the more common methods. H:lmble on :lnd 
Christianson l have recently reyiewed tbe different t echnics and 
have concluded that in the present state of kno"'ledge there 
is no justification for correcting the observed sedimentation rate 
for the effects of cell volume, cell count · or hemoglobin content. 
In comp3ring "tHious anticoagulants, th('se iI1Y('stigators believe 
tllnt iso tonic oxalate or citrnte solutions as u_ed in the original 
',"estergren t echnic are superior to h('p!uin or to the dry citrat.es 
or oxal a tcs. T he major di ~a d\,!.lDtage of lhe Cutl er tC'chnic com­
p!1rC'd with the \rC',jlq;rl'n l1lC'fbod is in the ."hort h llg tb of 
the tubC'. Fi n:l!ly. th ey ('"Il(' uue l bat !l1l the c:ig' ifj (': nt cL' ,ir':l1 
(bta whi cl l<wy be ol ,t:,i lIPd Ly sedilJ1f'1! ,ilion proll·:lurC' :; C:ln 

he f ou nd by n Ei llgle onC' hou r r(,~IJin g by th e ,,- ('''t l' !;fl'n t <'ClIn ic. 
The propn.<:C'd ('oJTC'rtions, \,,!Jilc th('ore ti C':.t Uy " d \'i ~:lble, ac t lw lly 
1r:1d in 1'1:1 l1y in.:::t!lIl('('S to Tl'~'ults of k :;"cr clinicnJ nlllE' by 
lllnh inCT the tl'~ t lJJo re: 11'( i"; IS 10 p' ·;-iunn or l ' .-S d t'!l r to ilJlc r-
1re1. Ttlcy ('l l)J' ) !1~i l <', J. UI)c \ t' r, tba t : " -e \\ho U"'t' ( L<' \\' ('s­
l£'rgr('n l C'l'lm ic Io hou ld j ~kt, grC:lj ('&re that th (' u!, t's :,rp 1'( r[,.'(' ;ly 
\'(·rl ica! during the t cst. Thi_ ('onclt>ion I ; at 111<' most com­
monly us('d sC'dimell t n(ion tccLll ic, without il1\ oh 'i llg compli ca ted 
corrective proc<,durcs, is the mo t yalu:lbl(' for clinical purposes 
furnishes welcome news to t he vast majority of those u in g 
t be Llood sediment ation te 1. in their office and ho~pit:l l work. 

"Edi torinl not.e (Current C()mmrnt) from the J uU-1,al of the A mericon 
M rairo! J1 s.\orin! 'on 113 (J 939) 912, S('pf ember 2, rc; ,rinLed. 

'HAMI<LE10l'\, A. A."ID C'IlHlS TlA:\SO!\', R . A. Tbe rl ,oice of tt'rlmie 
for the " dilll('nl:1 tion test . A meri can Jour. Med. Sci. 198 (l939) lii-Ibi. 


