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PI'C)J1l isc lw t thc fut urc \\ (,l dd llll lcl for hill.) )[(1;(., : ' l. :y ·d l(,u ld 
the di ~('[lsC ilut bc oYcrCUlllC t':d'ly in it.s ('(lur:-e; (c) lkl t in 
fllly case it would bc prdc' l' :thlc ft,r tbe i lll i\' i,Ju:lI to gi\ c up 
thc hurd rn :1I1d !3train of ~tllclen t \\ ork in orckr to L;tl!JU'lltr::lt e 
hi. dTurts on comb:.t,tiltg thE' inJrc:tion, a T'Jd (d) thn t once th at 
is nr'( 'o Jl1Jlli ~ h('d su(:c·('~ .':i fll lly h(' might be }It' rrn ittcd to r(, ~lI me 

his course sl10l1ld be th en conc:idt'r it uc:-irable to do so. 
- H . W. W. 

TECH~IC OF THE ETlYTHHOCYTE . :Dlr\IE:\TAT10N T EST-

In the t",('nty ycnrs since the ill tro {'t ion of tbe bl ood 
srdinwntfltion t rst by Fahnt ru:, H' \ 'l':-!ll mc, ji fi cstions }H., \,(' J, r pn 
introducrd. Y3rious t hcorrti r.n} cOTrc('jions for cell \'olume, cell 
countt, hell1l1globin cont rn t and the like b ~ \"e been proposed 
but most " 'ho employ the t t remai n contrnt with t he simple 
t echnic of one of the more common methods. H:lmble on :lnd 
Christianson l have recently reyiewed tbe different t echnics and 
have concluded that in the present state of kno"'ledge there 
is no justification for correcting the observed sedimentation rate 
for the effects of cell volume, cell count · or hemoglobin content. 
In comp3ring "tHious anticoagulants, th('se iI1Y('stigators believe 
tllnt iso tonic oxalate or citrnte solutions as u_ed in the original 
',"estergren t echnic are superior to h('p!uin or to the dry citrat.es 
or oxal a tcs. T he major di ~a d\,!.lDtage of lhe Cutl er tC'chnic com
p!1rC'd with the \rC',jlq;rl'n l1lC'fbod is in the ."hort h llg tb of 
the tubC'. Fi n:l!ly. th ey ('"Il(' uue l bat !l1l the c:ig' ifj (': nt cL' ,ir':l1 
(bta whi cl l<wy be ol ,t:,i lIPd Ly sedilJ1f'1! ,ilion proll·:lurC' :; C:ln 

he f ou nd by n Ei llgle onC' hou r r(,~IJin g by th e ,,- ('''t l' !;fl'n t <'ClIn ic. 
The propn.<:C'd ('oJTC'rtions, \,,!Jilc th('ore ti C':.t Uy " d \'i ~:lble, ac t lw lly 
1r:1d in 1'1:1 l1y in.:::t!lIl('('S to Tl'~'ults of k :;"cr clinicnJ nlllE' by 
lllnh inCT the tl'~ t lJJo re: 11'( i"; IS 10 p' ·;-iunn or l ' .-S d t'!l r to ilJlc r-
1re1. Ttlcy ('l l)J' ) !1~i l <', J. UI)c \ t' r, tba t : " -e \\ho U"'t' ( L<' \\' ('s
l£'rgr('n l C'l'lm ic Io hou ld j ~kt, grC:lj ('&re that th (' u!, t's :,rp 1'( r[,.'(' ;ly 
\'(·rl ica! during the t cst. Thi_ ('onclt>ion I ; at 111<' most com
monly us('d sC'dimell t n(ion tccLll ic, without il1\ oh 'i llg compli ca ted 
corrective proc<,durcs, is the mo t yalu:lbl(' for clinical purposes 
furnishes welcome news to t he vast majority of those u in g 
t be Llood sediment ation te 1. in their office and ho~pit:l l work. 

"Edi torinl not.e (Current C()mmrnt) from the J uU-1,al of the A mericon 
M rairo! J1 s.\orin! 'on 113 (J 939) 912, S('pf ember 2, rc; ,rinLed. 
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