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nothing of phenomena such as the induction of positive lepro
min reactivity by previous inoculations with heterologous anti
gens such as BCG. Much work has been done with antigens 
consisting of whole killed tubercle bacilli, in connection with both 
the serological changes after their introduction by the subcuta
neous or other routes and the reactions to intradermal injection. 
But with respect to other acid-fast species, which would seem 
to elicit more or less different responses, the field is all but un
touched. 

Limited as seems to be the practical applicability of this 
test in leprosy, steadily increasing interest in it is being taken 
by investigators concerned with that disease. The numbers of 
references in THE JOURNAL to this and immediately related sub
jects are, by years of original publication: 1932, 6; 1933, 3; 1934, 
5; 1935, 6; 1936, 6; 1937, 12; 1938, 18; 1939, 14; 1940 (partial) 6 ; 
total, 76. Most work on the subject has been done in Japan, 
and much in the Philippines, India, Brazil and Argentina. Very 
few reports, and none of any extensive study, have come from 
regions where leprosy is not endemic. 

Btingeler and Fernandez 5 have recently studied the reac
tion with special reference to its pathology. More or less in
tensive studies are now under way in two other places. Very 
recent is a summary review of the literature by Lowe and Dhar
mendra, 6 preliminary to a series of reports of a systematic clinical 
study, the objectives of which are outlined. Elsewhere in this 
issue is the first of a series of reports by the writer of this note 
on the phenomena of this and related reactions in dogs, a pos
sibl(> fi eld of experimentation that, as stated, has heretofore been 
neglected. However much our understanding of this matter may 
be furthered by these investigations, it is still to be hoped that 
the interest of general immunologists in this phenomenon may 
be aroused, for there are involved in it features that for their 
elucidation demand special familiarity with that field of biological 
science. -H. W. W. 

THE MEDICOFILM SERVICE 

The Army Medical Library, Washington, D . C., has invited 
us to publish an announcement of the establishment of the "Medi
cofilm Service," the purpose of which is to supply film repro-

s See abstract in this issue, p. 144. 
6 Lep. in India 12 (1940) 121-137. 



9, 1 Editorials 105 

ductions of medical literature in that library. It seems desir
able to bring this matter more particularly to the attention of 
leprosy workers, since there is probably no other group of med
ical men who on the whole are so greatly bandicapped by lack 
of reference facilities. 

If, for physicians and other scientific' workers in a country 
like the United States, the value of microfilm copying of scientific 
material is as great as the growth of such services during the 
past few years shows it to be, those facilities should be of no 
less value to physicians in the leprosy field elsewhere in the 
world. To be able to receive, at slight expense and in li ttle 
more time than is required for transportation of the mails, actus.l 
photographic copies of articles and similar material for perma
nent possession is most helpful to isolated research workers. 

PURPOSES AND PLAN OF OPERA TION 

The purpose of this service is to render the literature resources of the 
Army Medical Library available to research workers at a distance by copy
ing articles upon microfilm . In this way it is possible, at relatively small 
expense, to build up collections of selected material from the world litera
ture by persons who otherwise would not have access to it. In order to 
avoid any possible misunderstandings with regard to the question of copy
right, Medicofilm Service emphasizes that it does microfilm copying for re
search workers onl.v on the mutual agreement that the copies so made are 
in lieu of loan of the publication or manual transcript of the original text, 
and that they wiII be used only for the advancement of science. 

Microfilms are strips of 35 mm. motion-picture films upon whi ch printed 
pages are photographed in sequence. Because of the reduced size, they can 
be read only with the aid of an enlarger. These devices are of two kinds, 
small monocular hand viewers and larger projection readers. 

For hand viewers, a magnification of five or more times is desirable, 
and a viewer costing $2.00 has been devised by the Medicofilm Service. 
This is recommended as having several advantages for occasional reading 
over the projector, other than its low cost, but it is made in France and 
the stock cannot be renewed at present. It. is , a fact, however, that de
vices giving lower magnifications, such as the inexpensive film examiner fami
liar to users of miniature film cameras can be used, though somewhat less 
conveniently. A special projector has also been devised, which throws the 
image onto a hooded screen by means of a lens of photographic quality 
and a suitable condensing element illuminated by a 21 CP, 6-volt auto
mobile headlight lamp with condenser. This costs $25, but again the 
supply is limited because the optical parts are made in France. The 
Spencer Lens Co., of Buffalo, New York, is to offer a similar projector for 
$32. 

The Medicofilm Service is operated on a nonprofit basis, the only cost 
being for the actual material and labor. The price for films is 30 cents 
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per complete' article not exceeding 30 pages in length, and 10 cents addi
t ional for each extra 10 pages or frac tion thereof. Enlargement.s of micro
films on 6" X8" photographic paper will be made for 10 cents per print 
in addition to the charge for the original film. 

Orders should be addressed to: Medicofilm Service, Army Medical Lib
rary, 7th St . & Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. For conven
ience, special order blanks are supplied on request. References shoul d be 
complete and accurate; in case they are not, searcb will be made but the 
service may be delayed or prevented. The charges indicated are for art i
cles available in the library, which receives upward of 4,000 medical period
icals, a list of which is supplied on request. Orders for art icles not so 
available are transferred to another organization. 

Regarding payment, it is stated in the origin:.l announcement that re
mittances may be made with the order, or in case it is expected to make 
repeated use of the service they may be made at convenient intervals. In 
response to an inquiry, however, we are informed that t he policy of the 
Service is not to ask for payment in advance, as that complicates accounting; 
it expects to fill orders and t rust the recipients to pay later in the manner 
most convenient to them. With regard to t ransfer of foreign money, since 
the fi rst aim is to aid research as far as resources permit , such details will 
be arranged after the copying is done. The customs formalities connected 
with the importation of such fi lms-which of course are of educational char
acter-should be inquired into by anyone planning to order them. 

Generous as is the indicated position with regard to pay
ments, it may be that in some circumstances leprosy workers 
who might wish to take advantage of this service may be de," 
t erred from doing so, either because of difficulty or expense of 
transmitting the relatively small sums that will usually be in
volved or, in the case of workers connected with insti t utions 
supported by voluntary subscriptions, even by the lack of funds. 
We are authorized to say that the Leonard Wood Memorial, 
as a simple means of furthering the dissemination of information 
concerning leprosy, is prepared to aid such persons in this matter. 
Requests should be addressed to it at No. 1 Madison Avenue, 
New York City, preferably through the head office of the organ
ization or institution represented. 

CORRECTION 

In the editorial by Dr. E. Muir which appeared in the third 
issue last year, page 362, the statement that about three per
cent of the population of Northern Nigeria suffer from leprosy 
should be corrected to apply to Northern Rhodesia. 


